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Objectives 
The Australian Irish Heritage Network aims to build the social, 
cultural, sporting, historical and literary consciousness of Irish 
Australians and to explore and celebrate the development of 
Irish heritage and culture in Australia.
Principal Activity
As its fi rst priority, AIHN produces the literary magazine 
Tinteán (meaning hearth in Gaelic and pronounced ‘Tintawne’ 
– the fada on the á giving the syllable the dominant stress 
and the ‘augh’ sound, as in ‘taught’). The focus of the maga-
zine is to build and explore the Australian Irish identity. The 
magazine welcomes material which explores the big themes 
of exile, diaspora and settlement. It also encourages the tell-
ing of the micro-stories that express narratives of individuals 
and families. There will be a continual study of the political 
and economic evolution of Ireland, and of the contribution 
which Irish-Australians have made to Australia. The intention 

is to explore and celebrate the playing out of the Irish heritage 
in Australia – past, present and future.
Activities
As well as the magazine, AIHN plans to conduct social and 
educational events; disseminate news and information via 
the internet; off er recognition for service to literary and his-
torical endeavours; issue cultural and political comment; and 
research and record our heritage.
Membership 
Anyone identifying with Irish heritage is welcome to join.
AIHN Committee
President: Frances Devlin-Glass
Vice-President: Peter Kiernan
Secretary: Bob Glass
Treasurer: Patrick McNamara
Committee Members: Felicity Allen, Catherine Arthur, Liz 
McKenzie, Debra Vaughan
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Brian Cowen resigned as 
Taoiseach

Compiled from The Australian, Wikipe-
dia, All Headline News, 27. 1.2011

Bertie Ahern leaves politics

Compiled from: www.irishcentral.com/
story/news and www.huffi  ngtonpost.

com/niall-odowd 9.1.2011

Horses abandoned near Dublin

Compiled from: The New York Times. 
20 December, 2010

Irish national character

Compiled from The Age, 27.11.2010

European Court condemns Irish 
abortion laws

News
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Compiled from: Catholic News Service, 
16 December, 2010

Sinn Fein leaders knew about 
bank heist Compiled from: The Age, 

14 December, 2010

Irish accents still amusing

Compiled from The Age, 
2 December, 2010

Sportsbet sold to Paddy Power

Compiled from: HeraldSun, 29.12.2010

Felix Meagher

Lake School 2011 ‘The Best Yet...yes!’
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Fr John Begley SJ, 1921-2010

Br P C Naughtin CFC, 1917-2010

Sir Iain Noble, 1935 – 2010

Compiled from: The Scotsman, 
27 December, 2010

Obituaries Letters
Fair play: imported or 
home-grown?

Peter Kiernan, Malvern

Indigenous pedagogy

Éilís Cearnai, Cloyne, Co Cork
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Elizabeth McKenzie

History for everyone
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For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au

Tommy Tiernan 
 

Multi Award Winning Irish Superstar Comic 
Returning to Australia following his hugely 

successful Australian tour in 2010. 
 

Melbourne 30, 31 March & 1 April 
Ticketmaster 1300 660 013 www.ticketmaster.com.au 

Canberra 2 April 
Canberra Theatre 6275 2700 www.canberratheatrecentre.com.au 

Hobart 4 April 
Wrest Point Service Centre 1300 795 257 www.wrestpoint.com.au

Adelaide 6 April 
Venuetix 8225 8888 www.venuetix.com.au 

Perth 7 April 
Ticketek 132 849 www.ticketek.com.au 

Brisbane 10 April 
QPAC 136 246 www.qpac.com.au 

Sydney 12 April 
Ticketek 132 849 www.ticketek.com.au 

Sydney Comedy Festival 9020 6966 sydneycomedyfest.com.au 

 
Scoil Gheimhridh Sydney 2011 

The 9th Scoil Gheimhridh 
 

10-13 June 2010, Kensington, NSW 
The Scoil Gheimhridh, or winter school, brings adults together from 

across Australia to learn and polish up their Irish language skills. 
Suitable for all levels, from complete beginners upwards. Language 

classes plus talks, dancing, music and singing. 
 

Contact: Éilis Hurst 0424 718 538 eilis@internode.on.net 
www.IrishLanguageSchoolSydney.org.au

 

National Celtic Festival 2011 
 

10-13 June 2011, Portarlington, Vic. 
 

Featuring internationally acclaimed US supergroup Solas, the 
world’s most popular Celtic folk act. Joining Solas will be singer/

songwriter Eleanor McEvoy (Ireland), most famous for her smash hit 
‘Only a Woman’s Heart’; also the brilliant fi ddle of Hanneke 

Cassel (US) Trio, dynamite Irish/Quebec duo Sophie & Fiachra 
(Ireland/Canada), and the haunting sounds of Gaelic songstress 

Christine Primrose (Scotland). 
 

Early Bird tickets are on sale now. 
Contact: GPAC 03 5225 1200 www.nationalcelticfestival.com 

 
 

Bloomsday in Melbourne 

Double-Bill Fundraiser

John Millington Synge:
Riders to the Sea and The Tinker’s Wedding

Tragic and comic (respectively) classics of the 
Irish Revival, showcasing actors’ skills. 

Directed by Brenda Addie.

Friday, 4 March, 19:30, Celtic Club, Melbourne
Drinks at bar prices, and Tea and Coff ee - $25

Sunday, 6 March, 16:30, 5 Courbrant Court, Mont Albert North
Drinks and snacks: $25

Contact: Bob Glass 9898 2900

John O’Brien Festival 
The Australian Festival of Word and Song 

17-20 March 2011, Narrandera, NSW 

Four days of bush poetry, music, comedy acts, dance exhibitions, 
bush culture displays, street party and more. 

Award-winning festival celebrating priest/poet Patrick Hartigan 
(John O’Brien), who penned such famous verses as: 

Around the Boree Log, Tangmalangaloo, and Said Hanrahan 
 

Contact: 02 6959 1766 www.johnobrien.org.au 

Melbourne Theatre Company 

The 2011 program is bookended by two Irish plays. 
 

5 February – 19 March 2011 

Martin McDonagh’s A Behanding in Spokane 
Despite the title, it is said to be ‘scant on stage horrors’. 

McDonagh, a youngish Irish playwright, has an eye 
for the dark and surreal, and is able to wring comedy out of it. 

 
12 November - 30 December 2011 

Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest 
Geoff rey Rush as Lady Bracknell, 

with Bob Hornery as both the butlers. 
 

Contact: MTC 03 8688 0800 

  

What’s on
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Melbourne Irish Studies Seminars
An Inter-University Forum for Irish and Irish-Australian Studies

Free public seminars Tuesdays, 18:00 to 19:30
The Oratory, Newman College, Melbourne

8 March 2011, John Clancy (Bendigo)
Galicia: The Forgotten Celtic Region?

5 April 2011, Dr Lynn Brunet (Melbourne)
Cú Chulainn, Celtic Warrior Cults and Initiatory Rites in the Art 

of Francis Bacon

3 May 2011, Dr William Jones (University of Cardiff , Wales)
Language, Religion and Ethnic Institutions: The Welsh in 

Melbourne, 1851-1914

Contact (03) 8344 3924 or (03) 9479 2367
P.J.Bull@latrobe.edu.au   e.malcolm@unimelb.edu.au  

francesdevlinglass@gmail.com

18th Australasian Irish Studies Conference 

Australian National Museum, Canberra 
 

30 June to 3 July 2011

An interdisciplinary conference with contributions from areas of 
history, migration studies, sociology, politics, literature, the arts, 

gender, geography, anthropology and economics. 
 

Contact for papers: Richard Reid, National Museum, Canberra 
rireid@nma.gov.au 

 

Connolly Association Radio Program 
 

09:30 every Saturday - 3CR [855 AM]

Irish nationalist and republican news, 
current aff airs and comment. Charts the involvement 

of modern Melbourne’s community in Irish politics and aff airs. 
 

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432 www.3CR.org.au 

 

Celtic Folk Radio Program 
 

14:00 every Monday - 3CR [855 AM]

Community Radio, Melbourne 
 

Contact: Anne McAllister 0423 397 051 www.3CR.org.au 

 

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program 
 

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM] 

Supported by the Melbourne Irish community 
and coordinated by Eugene O’Rourke. 

Irish music, news, interviews and language 

 

Australian Irish Welfare Bureau 

Afternoon Tea & Dance 
 

14:00–17:30 on the last Sunday of each month 
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne 

 
Contact: Marion O’Hagan 03 9482 3865

Grand Irish exhibition for Canberra in 2011

Irish in Australia: 1788 to present

The National Museum of Australia is developing a major 
exhibition on the Irish in Australia over the 225 years from 
European settlement to the present time.

The exhibition will open at the National Museum situated on 
Canberra’s Acton Peninsula on 17 March 2011 (St Patrick’s Day) 
and run through to July 2011. It will later tour Australia and is 
expected travel to Dublin, Ireland.

The exhibition will cover the Irish presence in Australia from 
the day in January 1788 when a small number of Irish convicts, 
marines and offi  cials walked off  the transports of the First 
Fleet to the continuing arrival in our own time of young Irish 
backpackers. Through exhibits and objects, the exhibition 
will tell of free and assisted migration, journeys, arrivals, 
settlements and of the subsequent careers of settlers as 
farmers, industrialists, pastoralists, writers, lawyers, teachers, 
academics, politicians and sports people.

A project team with prominent Irish-Australian historian, Dr 
Richard Reid, as the senior curator has been assembled to 
prepare the exhibition. The team has forensically scoured all 
corners of the land and researched archival treasures to track 
down objects of interest as manifestation of Irish settlement in 
all its forms.

Highlights will include: 
• Great objects, large and small
• Sounds of the fi ddle, fl ute, accordion and ‘bodhran’
• Audio-visual displays 
• Displays refl ecting the imposing presence and infl uence of 

leading churchmen
• A database of more than 30,000 Irish convict arrivals in 

Sydney
National Museum of Australia nma.gov.au
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Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin

Amhrán Naisúnta
In this article Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin describes how two famous Australian songs 
featured in a trip by a group of Aussies to the Donegal Gaeltacht last year, and 
again during the recent annual Daonscoil in Victoria
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Mise Astrálach 
As ré an taibhrimh mé, na mánna dearga deannaigh 
An croí críonna mé, coimeádaí na lasraí. 
Ar an duirling sheas mé ‘s longa fhir ghil ag teacht. 
Le daichead míle bliain, mise an chéad Astrálach. 
 

Sinne aontaithe ach sinne éagsúil 
Is as gach cearn tháinig ag tnúth 
Tá aisling bhreá againn, canaimid le chéile: 
Is mé, is tú, sinne Astrálaigh 

 
Ar long phríosúin a tháinig, faoi uallach slabhraí 
Ghlan muid an talamh faoi chúradh easpa báistí. 
Is feirmeoir mé ag streachailt ar thalamh carraigeach 
Daoránach roimh shaoirse, ‘s ansin an tAstrálach. 
 
Iníon le mianadóir mé, lorg sé saibhreas óir, 
D’fhásas i mo bhean agus muid ar an mbóthar. 
Páiste an Spealta Mhóir mé, chonaic mé am an-lách 
As an tuath is cathaí mé, ‘s fíor Astrálach. 
 
Is scéalaí ón tseanam mé, agus amhránaí 
Albert Namatjira, péintéir na ngumaí liatha; 
Mise an marcach Clancy, Ned Kelly ‘s a raic, 
Dhamhsaigh mé Matilda, tá mé fíor Astrálach 

Translated by Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin

I am Australian 
I came from the dream-time, from the dusty red soil plains 
I am the ancient heart, the keeper of the fl ame. 
I stood upon the rocky shore, I watched the tall ships come. 
For forty thousand years I’ve been the fi rst Australian. 

We are one, but we are many 
And from all the lands on earth we come. 
We share a dream and sing with one voice: 
I am, you are, we are Australian 

I came upon the prison ship, bowed down by iron chains. 
I cleared the land, endured the lash and waited for the rains. 
I’m a settler, I’m a farmer’s wife on a dry and barren run 
A convict then a free man, I became Australian. 

I’m the daughter of a digger who sought the mother lode 
The girl became a woman on the long and dusty road 
I’m a child of the Depression, I saw the good times come 
I’m a bushy, I’m a battler, I am Australian 

I’m a teller of stories, I’m a singer of songs 
I am Albert Namatjira, I paint the ghostly gums 
I am Clancy on his horse, I’m Ned Kelly on the run 
I’m the one who waltzed Matilda, I am Australian

Bruce Woodley and Dobe Newton 

Presented by Principal Public PartnerBOOKINGS  
& FREE PROGRAM
03 9388 1460
AND ONLINE 

Eric Bogle Band
Saturday 19 March, 8.30 pm 
Mechanics Institute PAC
Sunday 20 March, 8 pm 
Brunswick Town Hall
Alan Kelly Band (Ireland) 
Shane Howard
Wednesday 23 March, 8 pm 
Brunswick Town Hall

Andy Irvine &  
Rens van der Zalm (Ireland)  
The Cottars (Canada)
Friday 25 March, 8 pm 
Brunswick Town Hall
Saoirse, John Flanagan  
& the Begin Agains
Saturday 26 March, 8.30 pm 
Mechanics Institute PAC

Tony McManus (Scotland) 
Martin Simpson (England)
Friday 18 March, 8 pm 
Brunswick Town Hall
Tony McManus – Workshop 
Wed 16 March, 7.30 pm 
Mechanics PAC
Andy Irvine – Workshop
Sat 26 March, 1.30 pm 
Mechanics PAC

Alan Kelly BandEric BogleTony McManus Saoirse

Irvine & van der Zalm

Australian 
Irish 

Welfare 
Bureau .inc
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Bolg an tSoláthair / Odds & Ends
Once in 220 years 

Pat Durnan of Coburg, Redfern 
and Watsonia 

Louis de Paor on Irish poetry 

Pat Durnan: her anti-nuclear stand 
deserves to be remembered
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Val Noone

Louis de Paor gave a series of 
seminars at the Celtic Club

Joe Cox, M.M., Mary Shine Thompson

Vale Aengus Cantwell 
Many Australians who have attended 
the Yeats Summer School in Sligo will 
have fond memories of Aengus, a 
passionate Yeatsian and a fi ne reader 
of him. He also visited Australia in 
the early 1990s as a guest of the 
Yeats Society. What follows is an 
edited version of an obituary penned 
by his niece and friends which 
appeared in the Irish Times and a 
eulogy delivered at his funeral by the 
niece, Mary Shine Thompson.

Aengus Cantwell at the grave of Yeats 
in Drumcliff  Churchyard.    Genevieve Rogers
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Sunday 21 November 2010 

Record-breaking famine rock commemoration

Peter Kiernan 
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Left: Leo Kelly
Above: Aindrias de Staic of Galway, Debra Vaughan and Kathleen Kiernan
Below: Louis de Paor of Galway
All photos by Sean Kenan
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Felicity Allen 

The economics of despair
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Felicity Allen 

Will the Piper be paid?
Irish Economy
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Stuart Traill

And they said it wouldn’t last
Photo: jpmawet via fl ickr
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Australian Irish Heritage Network
for lively and critical writing about the celebration of Ireland’s heritage in Australia

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO 
Only $55 per year

(4 issues)

Just fill in the form below and post it to: 
Australian Irish Heritage Network, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic, 8010
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  Australian Irish Heritage Network 
PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010 
+61 3 9670 8865 
info@tintean.org.au

The following might be interested in receiving a free copy of Tinteán:

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Please complete this page, tear it out and post it to Tinteán, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010.
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On a recent trip to Belfast, Bernie 
Brophy was encouraged by develop-
ments in the Conway Mill revitalisa-
tion project.

Bernie Brophy

A new life for a Belfast mill
L to R: Alex Atwood (Minister for Social Development), Fr Des Wilson, Mrs Elizabeth Logue (founder of Doors of Hope, now 
the Conway Mill Trust) and Martin McGuinness (Deputy First Minister). Photo from Conway Mill Trust
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St Patrick’s Eve in Melbourne
Remarks and Reminiscences
An extract from an article by Edmund Finn published in The Advocate, March 20, 1880. Born in 1819 in Tipperary, Finn, who 
went to school in Ireland with John O’Shanassy, later a Premier of Victoria, arrived in Melbourne in 1841. He became a jour-
nalist and, writing under the pseudonym ‘Garryowen’, published a series of newspaper articles on Melbourne’s beginnings. 
His book The Chronicles of Early Melbourne 1835 to 1853 was published in two volumes in 1888.
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Garryowen 
(submitted by Patrick Morgan)

St Patrick’s Day in Melbourne, from Illustrated Australian News 1881

Read Ireland
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Address by Professor Stuart Macintyre 
to Annual Eureka Dinner, Celtic Club, 
3 December 2010

Gold, democracy and Eureka
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The Eureka Stockade: an over-painted photographic print, from the painted canvas by Izett Watson and Thaddeus Welch, 
which was exhibited as a painted cyclorama in the 'Battle of Waterloo' Cyclorama building, Fitzroy, ca. 1891 State Library of Victoria
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Professor Stuart Macintyre 

Miner’s Gold License from February 1853  State Library of Victoria
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Refl ections on an Irish clan meeting
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Peter Lalor Philp

Peter Lalor Philp and his son Daniel 
at the newly erected monument of 
James Fintan Lalor in Port Laois.

At Tenakill, (from left to right) Peter 
Lalor Philp, Millie Lalor Fitzpatrick, 
Daniel Lalor Philp and Kevin Lalor 
Fitzpatrick. The Lalor Fitzpatricks own 
the ancestral property Tenakill.

Frank O’Shea 

Fintan: a short story
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Skellig Michael: because it’s there
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Peter Kiernan

Left: Dermot J. Walsh standing off  Little Skellig   Peter B Kiernan

Above: The author chatting with four Kerrywomen   Benedict Kiernan

Below: The descent   Thomas Dimson via fl ickr
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From Camas to Bullengarook 
The O’Donnells of Limerick and colonial Victoria
Patrick Naughtin recalls aspects of the settling of the O’Donnell family in colonial Victoria, as recorded by Dr Nicholas 
O’Donnell, the pre-eminent Gaelic scholar and the leading fi gure in Irish aff airs in Melbourne in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.
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Nicholas O'Donnell ca 1890
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Patrick Naughtin 

O'Donnell Hotel West Melbourne ca 1880
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Dom David Tomlins OCSO

From Burgundy to Australia
The Cistercian story
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In praise of silence: 
from Terenure to Tarrawarra
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Tony Curtis

Brother Gabriel (centre) and fellow 
monks at Tarrawarra Abbey, Yarra 
Glen tending their fl ock
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The poet's parents at Roscrea Abbey, Co Tipperary in 1948
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Folk In Praise of Grass 

Tony Curtis 

Poetry
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Richard Davis

Transportation: racy and relevant history
Tony Moore, Death or Liberty: Rebels and radicals transported to Australia, 1788-1868
Millers Point, Murdoch Books Australia, 2010, 432 pp
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Felicity Allen 

Forthright medic of old Dublin
Risteárd Mulcahy: Memoirs of a Medical Maverick
Dublin, Liberties Press, 2010, ISBN: 978-1-907593-02-4; RRP: €20
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Mairéid Sullivan

A light in the Irish dark ages
Muireann Ní Bhrolchain: An Introduction to Early Irish Literature
Four Courts Press, Dublin, 2009
ISBN 978-1-84682-176-9 hbk; RRP: €45
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Frances Devlin-Glass

Into the Void with Beckett
Joseph Kosuth: ‘(Waiting for—) Texts for Nothing’ Samuel Beckett, in play
Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Southbank

PO Box 18, Carlton 
North 3054

Tel: (03) 9416 0232
Fax: (03) 9416 0684
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Dr Uschi Felix 

A bravura performance
Theatre: The Beckett Trilogy, Gare St Lazare Players Ireland
Text compiled by Judy Hegarty Lovett & Conor Lovett
Performed by Conor Lovett, directed by Judy Hegarty Lovett
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THE IRISH  
PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–

1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland 
on 98.1FM

The world on  
4eb.org.au

(07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 

Felicity Allen

A whistleblower’s account
Richard O’Rawe, Afterlives: the hunger strike and the secret off er that 
changed Irish history, The Lilliput Press
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Catharsis
Seamus Heaney: Human Chain, Faber, London, 2010
ISBN: 978-0-571-26922-8; RRP: £ 9.99. 
Also available as e-book
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Philip Harvey
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Mattie Lennon

Craic from Ballydrum
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