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Objectives 
The Australian Irish Heritage Network aims to build the social, 
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Australians and to explore and celebrate the development of 
Irish heritage and culture in Australia.
Principal Activity
As its first priority, AIHN produces the literary magazine  
Tinteán (meaning hearth in Gaelic and pronounced ‘Tintawne’ 
– the fada on the á giving the syllable the dominant stress 
and the ‘augh’ sound, as in ‘taught’). The focus of the maga-
zine is to build and explore the Australian Irish identity. The 
magazine welcomes material which explores the big themes 
of exile, diaspora and settlement. It also encourages the tell-
ing of the micro-stories that express narratives of individuals 
and families. There will be a continual study of the political 
and economic evolution of Ireland, and of the contribution 
which Irish-Australians have made to Australia. The intention 

is to explore and celebrate the playing out of the Irish heritage 
in Australia – past, present and future.
Activities
As well as the magazine, AIHN plans to conduct social and 
educational events; disseminate news and information via 
the internet; offer recognition for service to literary and his-
torical endeavours; issue cultural and political comment; and 
research and record our heritage.
Membership 
Anyone identifying with Irish heritage is welcome to join.
AIHN Committee
President: Frances Devlin-Glass
Vice-President: Peter Kiernan
Secretary: Bob Glass
Treasurer: Patrick McNamara
Committee Members: Felicity Allen, Catherine Arthur, Liz 
McKenzie, Debra Vaughan
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Infelicity?

Chris Mooney, Pascoe Vale South, Vic.
Felicity Allen

Don’t blame the spud

Robert O’Byrne, Shoreham, Vic.

Lessons from Ireland’s schools

Valerie Yule, Mount Waverley, Vic.

Letters
Adventures in O’Connell Street

Peter’s note:

Lorcan’s reply:
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Peter Kiernan

Newgrange 
revisited

From Celtic Myth And Legend by Charles Squire, 1905

Tinteán December 2010



National Day of Action

Economic gloom (1): recession

Sources: The Age, Guardian, 
September 2010

Economic gloom (2): slash-and-
burn budgets

News

Tinteán December 2010



Sources: The Age, Guardian, 
October 2010

Economic gloom (3): Anglo Irish 
Bank

Sources: The Age, Agence France-
Presse, October 2010

Economic gloom (4): enthusi-
asm and hope have collapsed

John Drennan, Sunday Independent, 
November 2010

Casement’s dream

Historian’s ‘harrowing’ time

Dignity ~ Gentleness ~ Understanding
These are the qualities often referred to in the many thank-you 
letters received from our clients’ families.

Secure Pre-Paid Funeral Plan

Providing Melbourne’s Irish-Australian Community with 
personalised funeral services at reasonable prices.

Chapel and Office located at  
187 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill 3068

Phone: 9489 8711 or email: lonergan.raven@gmail.com NCALFS/209
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Source: Irish Independent, 
November 2010

Fluctuating football fortunes

Sources: The Age, Herald-Sun, 
AFL website

We were wrong

Marrying Out program wins GOLD
Siobhan McHugh’s radio series based on oral histories of mixed marriage, Marrying Out, first broadcast on ABC 
Radio National almost a year ago, recently won a GOLD medal in the prestigious New York Festival of Radio. Here 
Siobhan describes her feelings about the series and its recognition.
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The Irish-language poet and academic, 
Louis de Paor, University College Gal-
way, has returned to Melbourne for a 
short stay. On 12 October, he spoke at 
the Melbourne Irish Studies Seminar 
(MISS) series on another Irish poet, 
Liam S Gógan who was from the 1930s 
to the 1980s more widely read than he 
is today. de Paor is working on a critical 
edition of his work.

de Paor’s pen-portrait of this poet 
revealed him to be a rather fractious 
and eccentric man of many parts – a 
tweed-wearing, monocle-managing 
scholar. Often contemptuous of his 
own compatriots, he was, notwith-
standing, a practical patriot who 
worked behind the scenes as an IRB 
operative for the Rising, seeking 
funds for arms from German-Ameri-
cans (because he had a fine contempt 
for Irish-Americans), and spent three 
months in jail in Frongoch as a result. 
He was a curator of antiquities at the 
National Museum of Ireland and in 

that capacity travelled on the Con-
tinent and in America, soaking up 
other literary traditions.

As a language scholar, Gógan 
was important, writing poems that 
harkened back to the 18th century 
bardic tradition rather than to the 
vernacular peasant Revivalist tradi-
tion. He believed that much of the 
richness of Irish had been attenu-
ated by the turn to the vernacular in 
the 19th century. He was a travelling 
teacher of Irish for the Gaelic League 
for a time. Curriculum makers fre-
quently featured his poems in their 
syllabi, until the last 30 years when 
his literariness as a poet meant that 
his poems were seen as too challeng-
ing. He also wrote a series of occa-
sional poems for a variety of national 
and transnational causes, but Louis 
felt that the quality of these was 
often in question. He published six 
volumes of poetry in his lifetime and 
they span the Revivalist, Modernist 

and Contemporary styles of poetry.
At question time, de Paor made 

clear that he thinks that Gógan’s 
work has value in broadening the 
scope of what’s possible in poetry in 
Irish by linking it to other continental 
traditions and a strand of literariness 
which was discounted during the 
nineteenth century.

Gógan also made an important 
contribution to the enlargement and 
revision of Father Dinneen’s diction-
ary in the period 1923–1927 (pub-
lished by the Irish Texts Society), 
which became necessary when the 
plates were destroyed by fire during 
the Rising. He perhaps should have 
been given more credit for that than 
he usually gets, according to de Paor.

This was the last of the MISS semi-
nars for 2010, but the program for 
2011 is under development already. 
Details will be posted in the new year 
on www.isaanz.org/events.

Frances Devlin-Glass

Irish poet who looks to tradition

Felicity Allen 

Irish economic news 
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Daonscoil 2011

A residential course in the Irish language
9-16 January 2011, Lake Dewar Lodge,  

Myrniong (near Bacchus Marsh), Victoria
Registration from 2:00 pm, Sunday, 9 January 2011.

This one-week residential course in the Irish language caters for all 
levels from beginners to fluent speakers.

Rates: Weekly – Adult $490, Child (up to 15 years) $245; Daily – $100

Contact: Deirdre 0405 210 149   feedback@gaeilgesanastrail
Please contact the Cumann if you need a map.

BrigidFest 2011

Sunday, 6 February 2011, Celtic Club, Melbourne

Brigid’s spirit down under
Australian Celtic stories and music

With Maria Forde, Cath Connelly and Greg Hunt
Including BrigidMart for books, Brigid crosses

Contact: Helen 03 9670 6472

Exhibition: Irish in Australia: 1788 to Present 

Opens St Patrick’s Day, 17 March 2011
National Museum of Australia, Acton Peninsula, Canberra

The exhibition will portray the story of the Irish diaspora in Australia 
as one of its major overseas destinations. Significant historical 

artefacts from public and family collections – agricultural, domestic, 
family history, titles, photographs – from all around rural, provincial, 

and metropolitan Australia and from Ireland will be displayed.

Contact: Richard Reid, National Museum, Canberra

Scoil Gheimhridh Sydney 2011

The 9th Scoil Gheimhridh
10-13 June 2010, Kensington, NSW

The Scoil Gheimhridh, or winter school, brings adults together from 
across Australia to learn and polish up their Irish language skills. 

Suitable for all levels, from complete beginners upwards. Language 
classes plus talks, dancing, music and singing.

Contact: Éilis Hurst 0424 718 538   eilis@internpode.on.net 
www.IrishLanguageSchoolSydney.org.au

Annual Eureka Commemoration Dinner 

7:00 pm, Friday, 3 December 2010
Celtic Club, Melbourne

Guest speaker: Stuart Macintyre,  Laureate Professor of Historical 
Studies, The University of Melbourne.

Contact: Helen or Kim 03 9670 6472

Lake School of Celtic Music Song and Dance

The 12th Lake School
2-7 January 2011, Koroit, Victoria

The summer home of Celtic music in Australia

Tuition: Fiddle, flute, uilleann pipes, button accordion, tin whistle, 
bodhran, finger-style guitar and song accompaniment, DADGAD 

guitar, guitar basics, ukulele, mandolin, harp, five-string banjo, 
singing, Irish set and sean nos dancing, songwriting, Irish language, 

slow session, Maity Swallow Ceildhe Band, kids’ program, youth 
program (Lake School newspaper, animations, photographic 
exhibition and recording program) and James Joyce Ulysses 

Reading Group
Featuring: Paddy O’Neill Award Band, Lake School Tutors Band, 

Grand Ceilidhe, Song Writers Concert, Singers Concert, Blackboard 
Concert, House Parties, Spud Poets Award, Youth Concert, Illowa 

Ceildhe, Billy Moran Memorial Welcome Session and Art Exhibition 
Launch.

Introducing: Cath Connelly (harp), Peter Daffy (guitar basics), 
Lucinda Clutterbuck (animations), Nick Martin (kids’ whistle), Jeremy 

Meagher (Joyce Reading Group) and Therese Supple 

Contact: Felix Meagher 0413 801 294   felix@bushwahzee.com
www.lakeschool.bushwahzee.com

Melbourne Theatre Company

The 2011 program is bookended by two Irish plays.

5 February – 19 March 2011
Martin McDonagh’s A Behanding in Spokane

Despite the title, it is said to be ‘scant on stage horrors’. McDonagh, a 
youngish Irish playwright, has an eye for the dark and surreal, and is 

able to wring comedy out of it.

12 November – 30 December 2011
Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest

Geoffrey Rush as Lady Bracknell, with Bob Hornery as both  
the butlers.

Contact: MTC 03 8688 0800

What’s on
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For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au

18th Australasian Irish Studies Conference 

7-9 July 2011 (tentatively), Canberra

An interdisciplinary conference with contributions from areas of 
history, migration studies, sociology, politics, literature, the arts, 

gender, geography, anthropology and economics. 

Contact: Richard Reid, National Museum, Canberra

Connolly Association Radio Program

09:30 every Saturday – 3CR [855 AM] 

Delivers Irish nationalist and republican news, current affairs 
and comment. Charts the involvement of modern Melbourne’s 

community in Irish politics and affairs. Examines local issues for their 
implications for the local Irish community, as well as the broader 

Melbourne community. 

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432   www.3CR.org.au 

Celtic Folk Radio Program

09:00 every Monday – 3CR [855 AM] 
Community Radio, Melbourne 

Contact: Anne McAllister 0423 397 051   www.3CR.org.au

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM] 

Supported by the Melbourne Irish community and coordinated by 
Eugene O’Rourke, the program covers Irish music, news, interviews 

and Irish language items 

Australian Irish Welfare Bureau

Afternoon Tea & Dance
14:00–17:30 on the last Sunday of each month at the  

Celtic Club, Melbourne 

Contact: Marion O’Hagan 03 9482 3865

Grand Irish exhibition for Canberra in 2011

Irish in Australia: 1788 to present

The National Museum of Australia is developing a major 
exhibition on the Irish in Australia over the 225 years from 
European settlement to the present time.

The exhibition will open at the National Museum situated on 
Canberra’s Acton Peninsula on 17 March 2011 (St Patrick’s Day) 
and run through to July 2011. It will later tour Australia and is 
expected travel to Dublin, Ireland.

The exhibition will cover the Irish presence in Australia from 
the day in January 1788 when a small number of Irish convicts, 
marines and officials walked off the transports of the First 
Fleet to the continuing arrival in our own time of young Irish 
backpackers. Through exhibits and objects, the exhibition 
will tell of free and assisted migration, journeys, arrivals, 
settlements and of the subsequent careers of settlers as 
farmers, industrialists, pastoralists, writers, lawyers, teachers, 
academics, politicians and sports people.

A project team with prominent Irish-Australian historian, Dr 
Richard Reid, as the senior curator has been assembled to 
prepare the exhibition. The team has forensically scoured all 
corners of the land and researched archival treasures to track 
down objects of interest as manifestation of Irish settlement in 
all its forms.

Highlights will include: 
Great objects, large and small. An anchor from the wreck of 
the immigrant ship Nashwauk will recall the night of terror 
in 1855 when 207 young Irish women struggled through 
the surf to safety on Australian soil. The armour suits of the 
all four members of the Kelly gang will be brought together 
under one roof.
Sounds of the fiddle, flute, accordion and ‘bodhran’ (Irish 
drum) as musicians, singers and dancers celebrate another great 
Irish contribution to Australian culture – music, song and dance.
Audio-visual displays highlighting the roles and careers of 
such well known characters as the Kelly gang, Redmond Barry, 
the judge who sentenced Ned Kelly, Peter Lalor, leader of the 
Eureka rebellion, and ill-fated explorer Robert O’Hara Burke. 
Displays reflecting the imposing presence and influence 
of leading churchmen, including Patrick Cardinal Moran 
and Archbishop Daniel Mannix, and the roles of the orders in 
Catholic education.
A database of more than 30,000 Irish convict arrivals in 
Sydney between 1788 and 1840, that will allow visitors to find 
their own convict ancestors, or simply to explore the nature 
and origins of New South Wales’ Irish convict immigrants.

National Museum of Australia  nma.gov.au
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Quality over quantity

Student interest growing

Celtic Club awards for Melbourne 
and La Trobe students
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L to R: Celebrating the prizewinners: Seamus Moloughney (President of the 
Celtic Club), Tom Kearney (University of Melbourne), Jennifer Ridden (faculty, 
LaTrobe University), Carly Godden (LaTrobe University), Elizabeth Malcolm, Di 
Hall (both on the faculty, University of Melbourne), Philip Moore (Convenor, 
Cultural Heritage Committee, Celtic Club).

THE IRISH  
PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–

1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland 
on 98.1FM

The world on  
4eb.org.au

(07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 
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Celtic Studies boost in Sydney

From Dublin, Harvard,  
Edinburgh and Swansea

An ancient grammar and  
Fr Rankin’s dictionary

To understand English,  
study Celtic

Bolg an tSoláthair / Odds & Ends
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Val Noone

Professor Anders Ahlqvist and an 
ancient Irish grammar book: the full 
history of English language must 
include a Celtic substratum

Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin

A village in County Clare
Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin recently spent two months in Ireland and in this article he 
discusses the terrible impact of the global financial crisis on Ireland by focusing 
upon its impact upon the village in County Clare in which he spent a large part 
of his stay.
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Stuart Traill

Gentlemen, choose your weapons please…

Gary Moore LivePict.com
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Australian Irish Heritage Network
for lively and critical writing about the celebration of Ireland’s heritage in Australia

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO 
Only $55 per year

(4 issues)

Just fill in the form below and post it to: 
Australian Irish Heritage Network, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic, 8010
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  Australian Irish Heritage Network 
PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010 
+61 3 9670 8865 
info@tintean.org.au

The following might be interested in receiving a free copy of Tinteán:

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Please complete this page, tear it out and post it to Tinteán, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010.
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Anne McMahon

Moral Therapy in HMS Anson
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Sinking by Inches
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Anne Enright’s

Tinteán December 2010



Bill Refshauge

An Irish Leader
Who was Barcroft Boake?
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Frances Devlin-Glass

A Bush Poet’s tribute An Irish Leader

Barcroft Boake (1866-92)
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Of migrating fish – and men
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Curtis Quelle
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Irish Catholics  
and Australian Politics
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Brian Galligan

Mattie Lennon

How do you pronounce ‘lyreacrompane’?
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Crime does not pay
Breaking and entering at ‘Erinagh’ the home of Michael O’Grady of Hawthorn
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Ruth Dwyer

Read Ireland
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Poetry
Renvyle
i. m. Oliver St. John Gogarty

The Train

Oritsegbemi Emmanuel Jakpa 

Stick on stone

Michael Gallagher 
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Roots

Famine Grave – Roscommon

Bob Morrow 

Between now and my uncertain exit

Neil McCarthy 

Out in a canoe (1997)

Maireid Sullivan 

Tinteán December 2010



Colm Tóibín: Brooklyn, London: Penguin, 2009
ISBN: 978-0-141-04174-2; RRP: $22.99

Frances Devlin-Glass

The Silence of the Lambs
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John Bradley: Singing Saltwater Coun-
try: Journey to the Songlines of Carpen-
taria, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2010.
ISBN: 978-1-74237-241-9; RRP: $39.99

Frances Devlin-Glass

Imperilled Songlines
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Len Graham: Joe Holmes: Here I Am 
Amongst You: Songs, Music and Tradi-
tions of an Ulsterman, Four Courts 
Press, Dublin, 2010.
ISBN: 9781846822520; RRP: €22.50

Helen O’Shea

A Northern Traditional Singer
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Richard Reid and Brendon Kelson: Sinners, Saints and Set-
tlers: a journey through Irish Australia, 
Canberra: National Museum of Australia Press, 2010
ISBN: 9781876944766; RRP: $39.   

Preparing for the Irish in Australia exhibition in Canberra

Felicity Allen

An appetiser for the 
grand Irish exhibition
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Eileen McMahon

A blind soldier poet sees his way to success
Jeff Brownrigg, Anzac Cove to Hollywood: the story of Tom Skeyhill, master of deception
Spit Junction, NSW, Anchor Books, 2010
ISBN: 9780980335446
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Alanna Hopkin, & Kathy Bunney:  
The Ship of Seven Murders: A True 
Story of Madness and Murder, 
Dublin: The Collins Press, 2010
ISBN: 13:9781848890367; 
RRP €12.99

Felicity Allen

Godlike Captain Crosses the Line
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Gerry Feehily

Toytowns of Literature:  
the UNESCO Kiss of Death WB Yeats at the bank 

flickr.com/photos/damiavos
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Jageurs Literary Award
In 2005, the Celtic Club established the annual 
Jageurs Literary Award to honour Morgan Jageurs 
and his efforts in promoting Irish culture in Australia 
and in establishing the Celtic Club. In 2009, the 
Australian Irish Heritage Network joined with the 
Celtic Club in sponsoring the award, with the prize 
money increased to $1,000.

For 2010, the Australian Irish Heritage Network 
and the Celtic Club have combined again to sponsor 
the award, again with total prize money of $1,000.

Born in Ireland, Morgan Jageurs (1862-1932) was a 
prominent Melbourne monumental mason and was 
first to introduce the Celtic cross to Australia. His great 
memorials can be seen in cemeteries throughout 
Melbourne. With his knowledge of architecture he 
assisted in the building of St Patrick’s Cathedral and 
St Mary’s, West Melbourne.

Jageurs was a man of many enthusiasms, with 
many of them focussed on Ireland. As well as  
being a founding member and President of the 
Celtic Club and the Victorian Catholic Young Men’s 
Society, he was also deeply involved in the Irish Land 
League, the Irish National League and, later, the 
United Irish League. He helped form the Melbourne 
Irish Pipers’ Club. Jageurs was a fine orator and 
writer, especially on Irish history, art and culture. He  
hosted many notable Irish visitors to Australia, 
including the Redmond brothers. Michael Davitt, 
who visited Australia in the 1890s, was godfather 
to his eldest son. In The Irish in Australia Patrick 
O’Farrell says of Jageurs that he ‘personally sustained  
virtually all Irish organisations in Melbourne during 
his active lifetime.’

The competition for the award aims to stimulate 
the production of new literary artefacts with a 
consciousness of the matter of Ireland or Irish-
Australia – stories, one-act plays, poetry. Non-fiction 
is also eligible for consideration, but the judges 
are looking for it to demonstrate ‘literariness’, an 
awareness of the language arts for which Irish writers 
have justly become famous. Such writing needs 
to be self-conscious, artful, shaped, and hopefully 
innovative. Literary manuscripts that celebrate, or 
excoriate the culture, or take any position in between 
are welcome. Pieces that take risks in how they deal 
with the heritage have been among those that have 
won prizes in the past. The nominated maximum 
word count for manuscripts is 5,000 words. If the 
medium of the writing is poetry, the word-length 
can be much shorter than the nominated maximum.

There are few caveats on who can submit. Work 
that has been previously published is not eligible 
for submission, and contestants can submit no more 
than two entries per person. Winning entries will be 
published in Tinteán.

Information about entering the competition are 
to be found on www.celticclub.com.au/literary and 
further information can be obtained by emailing 
info@celticclub.com.au

The closing date for entries to this year’s 
competition is 20 December 2010.

If you know of closet writers who think and read 
about Ireland and have things to say about Irish-
Australia, then please bring the competition to their 
attention. Or if you are one yourself, your entry will 
be most welcome.

A prize for writers, honouring the great nationalist, Morgan Jageurs
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