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Objectives 
The Australian Irish Heritage Network aims to build the social, 
cultural, sporting, historical and literary consciousness of Irish 
Australians and to explore and celebrate the development of 
Irish heritage and culture in Australia.
Principal Activity
As its fi rst priority, AIHN produces the literary magazine 
Tinteán (meaning hearth in Gaelic and pronounced ‘Tintawne’ 
– the fada on the á giving the syllable the dominant stress 
and the ‘augh’ sound, as in ‘taught’). The focus of the maga-
zine is to build and explore the Australian Irish identity. The 
magazine welcomes material which explores the big themes 
of exile, diaspora and settlement. It also encourages the tell-
ing of the micro-stories that express narratives of individuals 
and families. There will be a continual study of the political 
and economic evolution of Ireland, and of the contribution 
which Irish-Australians have made to Australia. The intention 

is to explore and celebrate the playing out of the Irish heritage 
in Australia – past, present and future.
Activities
As well as the magazine, AIHN plans to conduct social and 
educational events; disseminate news and information via 
the internet; off er recognition for service to literary and his-
torical endeavours; issue cultural and political comment; and 
research and record our heritage.
Membership 
Anyone identifying with Irish heritage is welcome to join.
AIHN Committee
President: Peter Kiernan
Vice-President: Frances Devlin-Glass 
Secretary: Bob Glass
Treasurer: Patrick McNamara
Committee Members: Felicity Allen, Catherine Arthur, Liz 
McKenzie
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Peter Lalor: truly a leader

Peter Lalor Philp, Fish Creek, Vic.

Shared schools in NI

Chris Arthur, Lampeter, Wales

Miscellaneous commendation

Joe Murphy, Dublin

The diaspora in Queensland

Letters
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Rita Malone, New Farm, Qld.

Hibernian orphan girls

Art Cockerill, Cobourg, Canada

The National Museum of Australia is developing a major 
exhibition on the Irish in Australia from European settle-
ment to the present time.

The exhibition will open at the National Museum situ-
ated on Canberra’s Acton Peninsula on 17 March 2011 (St 
Patrick’s Day) and run through to July 2011. It will later 
travel to Dublin, Ireland.

The exhibition will cover the Irish presence in Australia 
from the day in January 1788 when a small number of Irish 
convicts, marines and offi  cials walked off  the transports of 
the First Fleet to the continuing arrival in our own time of 
young Irish backpackers. 

Through exhibits and objects, the exhibition will tell 
of free and assisted migration, journeys, arrivals, settle-
ments and of the subsequent careers of settlers as farm-
ers, industrialists, pastoralists, writers, lawyers, teachers, 
academics, politicians and sports people.

A project team with prominent Irish-Australian histo-
rian, Dr Richard Reid, as the senior curator has been assem-
bled to prepare the exhibition. The team has forensically 
scoured all corners of the land and researched archival 
treasures to track down objects of interest as manifesta-
tion of Irish settlement in all its forms.

Highlights will include: 
• Great objects, large and small. A two-tonne, two-metre 
high anchor from the wreck of the immigrant ship Nash-
wauk will recall the night of terror in 1855 when 207 
young Irish women struggled through the surf to safety 
on Australian soil. The armour of the all four members of 
the Kelly gang will be brought together under one roof.
• Sounds of the fi ddle, fl ute, accordion and ‘bodhran’ 
(Irish drum) as musicians, singers and dancers celebrate 
another great Irish contribution to Australian culture – 
music, song and dance.
• Displays highlighting the role of such well known char-
acters as the Kelly gang, Peter Lalor, leader of the Eureka 
rebellion, and ill-fated explorer Robert O’Hara Burke. 
• Displays refl ecting the imposing presence and infl u-
ence of leading churchmen, including Patrick Cardinal 
Moran and Archbishop Daniel Mannix, and the roles of 
the orders in Catholic education.
• A database of more than 30,000 Irish convict arrivals in 
Sydney between 1788 and 1840, that will allow visitors 
to fi nd their own convict ancestors, or simply to explore 
the nature and origins of New South Wales’ Irish convict 
immigrants.

Grand Irish exhibition for Canberra in 2011
Irish in Australia: 1788 to present
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Reading Brenda Niall’s account of 
Father Hackett and of his association 
with Archbishop Mannix rekindled 
for John Pratt of Canberra memories 
that his father, Osmond Pratt, had 
recounted years ago of his connection 
with the Archbishop.

John D Pratt, Hawker, ACT

My father’s journey around Archbishop Mannix
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Paul Ormonde

Dr James Thomas Griffi  n (1929–2010)

Read Ireland
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Literary scholar appointed to 
chair in Modern Irish Studies

Irish Language School Sydney

Ewen Baker: legend of the Lake 
School

Recreational rioting in the 
summer marching season

News
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The return of looted treasures

Churchill’s plan to invade Ireland
Fr Cyril Hally (1920-2010)
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Patrick McNamara

Shamrocks grow better in the bush
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Felicity Allen

Lessons from Ireland’s economic crisis
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Celtic Club, Melbourne
Forthcoming events

7:00 pm, Friday, 8 October 2010
The Celtic Club’s 123rd Anniversary Celebration
Presentation of the Dr Michael O’Sullivan Award

Music with Pat McKernan, complimentary supper for current 
fi nancial members.

7:00 pm, Thursday, 4 November 2010
Cultural Groups Annual Combined Dinner
Guest speaker: Martin Flanagan (The Age), 

in discussion with Shane Howard.

7:00 pm, Friday, 3 December 2010
Annual Eureka Commemoration Dinner

Guest speaker: Stuart Macintyre, Laureate Professor of Historical 
Studies, The University of Melbourne.

Contact for all events: Helen or Kim, 03 9670 6472

Maldon Folk Festival 2010
The 37th Festival

29 October - 1 November, 2010, in historic Maldon, Victoria

The wide variety of music includes traditional folk, bluegrass, 
Celtic, blues and roots, country folk, contemporary and world, with 

performers from all over Australia. 
There will be instrument, song and dance workshops; bush poetry 
events; theatrical and themed presentations and dances, including 
a Bollywood dance party; an instrument maker’s exhibition; and a 
dedicated kids’ venue with music, craft activities and circus skills.

Maldon has more than 20 venues operating in its wealth of historic 
halls, churches, pubs and cafes, plus the natural amphitheatre 
of Mount Tarrangower, home to the legendary Guinness Tent, 

the Tarrangower Wine Tent and a small village of food stalls, kids’ 
marquee, session tent and our main outdoor stage - with bush 

camping nearby.

Includes:  Celtic favourites - Claymore, Damian Howard with the 
Ploughboys, Wheelers and Dealers, and Saorse;  high energy 

bands - The Currency, Sol Nation and Spot the Dog;  quality blues 
and roots - Daniel Champagne, Rhys Crimmin and Rosie Haden;  

bluegrass - Appalachian Heaven and Uncle Bill;  world music - Dya 
Singh, Acequia and The Woohoo Revue;  renowned contemporary 
performers - Shane Howard, Nick and Liesel, Rory Faithfi eld, Stiff  

Gins, and Tiff any Eckhardt and Dave Steel;  vocal groups - Pablo and 
Shaking the Tree Choir;  traditional favourites - Danny Spooner, Dave 

De Hugard and the Gay Charmers Old Time Dance Band;  Ragtime 
Jazz - Jan Pestion.

Contact: www.maldonfolkfestival.com
Tickets discounted if bought prior to 30 September.

Irish Studies Seminars

Tuesdays, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm, 
The Oratory, Newman College, Melbourne

Tuesday, 31 August 2010
Dr Kevin Molloy (SLV)

Irish Readers and Collectors in Victoria: Edward Hayes, John 
O’Shanassy, Nicholas O’Donnell and William Alexander Osborne

Tuesday, 21 September 2010
Jonathan O’Neill (ANU)

Language, Heritage and Authenticity: Nicholas O’Donnell and the 
Construction of Irishness in Australia

Tuesday, 12 October 2010
Dr Louis de Paor (National University, Galway)

Liam S Gógan: Irish-Language Poet and 1916 Rising Veteran

Conference of Celtic Studies 
The Seventh Australian Conference

29 September - 2 October 2010, The University of Sydney
After a welcoming reception on Wednesday evening, academic 

sessions will continue from Thursday morning to Saturday 
afternoon, followed by a conference dinner on Saturday evening.

Contact:  Professor Anders Ahlqvist   aahlqvist@usyd.edu.au

Lake School of Celtic Music Song and Dance

The 12th Lake School: 2-7 January 2011, Koroit, Victoria
The summer home of Celtic music in Australia

Tuition: Fiddle, fl ute, uilleann pipes, button accordion, tin whistle, 
bodhran, fi nger-style guitar and song accompaniment, DADGAD 

guitar, guitar basics, ukulele, mandolin, harp, fi ve-string banjo, 
singing, Irish set and sean nos dancing, songwriting, Irish language, 

slow session, Maity Swallow Ceildhe Band, kids’ program, youth 
program (Lake School newspaper, animations, photographic 

exhibition and recording program) and Ulysses Reading Group

Featuring: Paddy O’Neill Award Band, Lake School Tutors Band, Grand 
Ceilidhe, Song Writers Concert, Singers Concert, Blackboard Concert, 
House Parties, Spud Poets Award, Youth Concert, Illowa Ceildhe, Billy 

Moran Memorial Welcome Session and Art Exhibition Launch.

Introducing: Cath Connelly (harp), Peter Daff y (guitar basics), 
Lucinda Clutterbuck (animations), Nick Martin (kids’ whistle), Jeremy 

Meagher (Joyce Reading Group) and Therese Supple 

Contact: Felix Meagher 0413 801 294
felix@bushwahzee.com   www.lakeschool.bushwahzee.com

What’s on
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For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au

Famine Rock’s Orphan Girls’ 
Commemoration Day

2.30 pm, Sunday, 21 November 2010

As Winter sunlight highlights the white sails of the yachts fringing 
the Rock, we look forward to Spring’s celebration of the Irish Famine 
Orphan Girls’ arrival in Port Phillip Bay, carried by six ships: from Lady 
Kennaway, 6 December 1848, with 191 orphan girls, to Eliza Caroline, 

and 236 girls, her journey fi nally ending at the Geelong Depot, 31 
March 1850.

The annual gathering on November’s second last Sunday, 
sunshine or rain, meets at the Famine Rock, 

The Strand (cnr Stevedore Street), Williamstown.
All are invited to enjoy the music (uillean pipes, fi ddles and 

tin whistles) and readings of verse and diaries, then afternoon 
tea at Breizoz Crêperie, 139 Nelson Place.

Descendants especially are welcome.

Contact: Debra Vaughan 03 9397 6619
debonairdv@iinet.net.au

Connolly Association Radio Program

09:30 every Saturday - 3CR [855 AM] 
Delivers Irish nationalist and republican news, current aff airs 

and comment. Charts the involvement of modern Melbourne’s 
community in Irish politics and aff airs. Examines local issues for their 

implications for the local Irish community, as well as the broader 
Melbourne community. 

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432    www.3CR.org.au 

Celtic Folk Radio Program

09:00 every Monday - 3CR [855 AM] 
Community Radio, Melbourne 

Contact: Anne McAllister 0423 397 051    www.3CR.org.au

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM] 
Supported by the Melbourne Irish community and coordinated by 
Eugene O’Rourke, the program covers Irish music, news, interviews 

and Irish language items 

Melbourne Festival 2010

Sinéad O’Connor adds to the Irish fl avour at this festival, 
performing at the fi nale on 23 October.

The Beckett Trilogy
14-16 October 2010, Arts Centre Playhouse, Melbourne

The Gare St Lazare Players, an Irish theatre company, has adapted 
three of Samuel Beckett’s works, Molly, Malone Dies and The 

Unamable, into a three-hour performance.
For the last 15 years, director Judy Hegarty Lovett, actor Conor 

Lovett and The Gare St Lazare Players have worked together to bring 
nearly 20 Beckett titles to audiences around the world.

First Love
19 October 2010, Performing Arts Centre, Bendigo

21 October 2010, Entertainment Centre, Warrnambool
23 October 2010, Arts Centre, West Gippsland

The Gare St Lazare Players will perform Beckett’s novella as part of 
the Festival’s regional tour.

Seven Songs to Leave Behind 
Finale, 23 October 2010, Sidney Myer Music Bowl

Sinéad O’Connor with Velvet Underground founder, John Cale, 
and award-winning indigenous performer, Gurrumul Yunipingu, 

accompanied by Orchestra Victoria, together with Ricki Lee Jones, 
Meshell Ndegeocello, Shelli Morris, Dan Sultan, Urusla Yovich and 

the Black Arm Band’s Leah Flanagan.
In performing a song that each would like to leave behind, each of 
the seven acts will refl ect on themes of spirituality and mortality.

Booking for all events: Melbourne Arts Centre 1300 182 183
www.melbournefestival.com.au

 Irish in Australia: 1788 to Present 

Opens St Patrick’s Day, 17 March 2011

National Museum of Australia, Acton Peninsula, Canberra

The exhibition will portray the story of the Irish diaspora in Australia 
as one of its major overseas destinations. Signifi cant historical 

artefacts from public and family collections - agricultural, domestic, 
family history, titles, photographs - from all around rural, provincial, 

and metropolitan Australia and from Ireland will be displayed.

The exhibition will run through to July 2011 when the 18th 
Australasian Irish Studies Conference will be held in Canberra, to 

coincide with the exhibition.

Contact: Richard Reid, National Museum, Canberra
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Saville Inquiry welcome but 
lets key people off 

Long campaign

Murray Sayle, now 84, 
remembered

Derry, Amritsar and 
Afghanistan

Wisdom of 150 years ago 
on Afghanistan

Val Noone

Bolg an tSoláthair / Odds & Ends

Derry, on Bloody Sunday before the 
shooting started:  20,000 marching 
against internment
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Teresa Lynn

Vicipéid – an Chiclipéid Shaor
Wikipedia is a collaborative online encyclopedia which is available for free to 
anyone in the world to read and contribute to. There are versions of this invalu-
able resource available in over 250 of the world’s languages. Irish is one of these 
languages. However, the contribution to the Irish Wikipedia is minimal and it 
needs to grow. 

Named after Sir John Dominic 
Corrigan, this sign describes an 
abnormal pulse caused by failure 
of the heart valves to close prop-
erly. Common in the 19th century, 
due to damage to the heart valves 
from infections, Corrigan’s sign is 
fortunately now rare. John Cor-
rigan (1802-1880) was born in 
Dublin, the son of a poor dealer in 
farm machinery. He was educated 
at Maynooth which had places for 
secular students at that time. The 
attending physician so impressed 
him that he decided to study med-
icine and became apprenticed to 
the local doctor – than normal 
medical training. 

He set up private practice in 
Dublin in 1825, but also held 
many public appointments. These 
brought him into contact with 
Dublin’s poorest inhabitants, giv-
ing him many opportunities to 
observe diseases of the heart and 
lungs. He became well known 
as a hard working and generous 
doctor during the Potato Famine. 
Despite an honorary MD from 
Trinity College, his application to 
become a Fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians was blocked, 
possibly on religious grounds. He 
circumvented the opposition and 
in 1859 became the fi rst Catholic 
President of the College and was 
re-elected four times.

He also entered politics and 
was elected as a Liberal Member 
of Parliament in 1870. In this posi-
tion, he campaigned for educa-
tion reform in Ireland and for the 
early release of Fenian prisoners. 
His advocacy of temperance and 
Sunday closing of hotels antago-
nised both his constituents and 
the large alcohol distillers. Corri-
gan was made a Baronet in 1866 
for his services to education.

Felicity Allen

Wordwatch:
Corrigan’s sign
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Miscellany
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Joseph Murphy

Mervyn Ennis, poet Joseph Murphy

Flanders Poppies

Mervyn Ennis
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Patrick McNamara

Transnational Ireland: migration, confl ict, representation

From left: Peter Gray, Brad Patterson, Elizabeth Malcolm and Kathryn Patterson 
at the launch at QUB of the papers for the 16th Australasian Irish Studies 
Conference (Wellington, 2009). 

Tinteán September 2010



Australian Irish Heritage Network
for lively and critical writing about the celebration of Ireland’s heritage in Australia

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO 
Only $55 per year

(4 issues)

Just fill in the form below and post it to: 
Australian Irish Heritage Network, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic, 8010

TE
A

R 
O

FF
 A

LO
N

G
 H

ER
E

Tinteán September 2010



  Australian Irish Heritage Network 
PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010 
+61 3 9670 8865 
info@tintean.org.au

The following might be interested in receiving a free copy of Tinteán:

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Please complete this page, tear it out and post it to Tinteán, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010.

Tinteán September 2010



Adrian Little

The enduring legacy of Bloody Sunday
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Jack Harte, founder and current Chair-
man of the Irish Writers’ Centre, recalls 
how it all began … and how it all 
began again

The Writers’ Centre in the ‘City of Literature’
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Jack Harte

Irish Centre Founder and Director, Jack Harte at the Irish Writers Centre Dublin Jack Harte photographer
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Anne McMahon

Dublin Evening Post 6 March 1834

A ‘fair go’ in Australia
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Denis Cleary

Generations

Dignity ~ Gentleness ~ Understanding
These are the qualities often referred to in the many thank-you
letters received from our clients’ families.

Secure Pre-Paid Funeral Plan

Providing Melbourne’s Irish-Australian Community with
personalised funeral services at reasonable prices.

Chapel and Office located at 
187 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill 3068

Phone: 9489 8711 or email: lonergan.raven@gmail.com NCALFS/208
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Patrick Morgan

Poet and Priest
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Eoin Ó Cuirc

A piece of Down-Under Up-Over
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Carolyn Hirsh

Souls of bronze
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On Custom House Quay next to the River Liff ey in Dublin a 
memorial to those who lost their lives in the potato famine of 
1845-1849 has been erected. It’s a group of six bronze statues 
of sad starving men and women, followed by a skinny dog. 
The statues were crafted by Dublin sculptor, Rowan Gillespie 
and presented to the city in 1997. The statues depict a desper-
ate family walking alongside the river, perhaps to reach a ship 
that might carry them to another country to enable them to 
survive. The eff ect of the famine is strong in the thin bronze 
fi gures, taller than they should be, but so thin, with starvation 
cut across their faces and bodies. The elongated nature of the 
fi gures becomes more pronounced as their shadows lengthen 
during the hour I sit and look at them. 

Their faces are despairing, beyond sad or angry. The three 
fi gures in front, two men and a woman, are looking up, toward 
heaven perhaps, but without hope. The woman in front has 
her hands crossed over the small bundle she carries clutched 

to her breast, crossed as if she is already in her coffi  n. The 
heads of the other three fi gures and the dog are bowed. They 
are too exhausted to hold themselves erect. Four of the fi g-
ures carry bundles in their arms, a few possessions perhaps, 
while the fi gure at the back, a teenage boy, seems to stagger 
as he carries the body of a young girl across his shoulders. The 
feet of the six fi gures are bare and their clothes are rags. 

More than one million people either died of starvation dur-
ing the famine years or managed to emigrate to Australia, the 
United States or Canada. Two of my great-grandparents were 
among those who reached Australia, but others of my ances-
tors perished. 

As I continue to sit, the sun sets and dusk descends on the 
scene. I’ve been there a long time watching the sad statues 
and thinking of my own roots. 

Carolyn Hirsh

The Potato Famine
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Thomas A Fitzgerald, OFM: 
An Irish Language Advocate in Sydney
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Sean Ua Cearnaigh
Michelle Collins

If I lived in Galway…
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What follows is the text of a talk given in both languages at 
the Irish Language Winter School, Kensington, NSW, on 12 
June 2010.

Long oral tradition, few in print

Phrases in early Australian poems

Maurice Stack’s macaronic poem

Gaelic infl uences in Pitt, O’Brien and Buckley

Writing in Irish by Mac Cártha and de Paor

Irish language in Australian poems
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Exceptional voice of Louis de Paor

Eileen Begley longing for Australia

Colin Ryan’s lyrics

An audience is waiting

Val Noone and Colin Ryan

Louis de Paor, a poet who lives in 
Galway, is coming to Australia later 
this year
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Poetry
The Tattoo by Mervyn Ennis

The Usual Place by Meg McNena

Meg McNena
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Me Ma by Mervyn Ennis

Mervyn Ennis

White Bull of Glenninagh by Orla McGuinness

Orla McGuinness 
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Colm Tóibín in conversation on 
Ireland, America and Australia
18 May 2010: Collins Street Baptist 
Church

Across the oceans
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Chris Toussaint

Born in Ireland in 1955, Colm Tóibín is the author of fi ve novels: The South, 
The Heather Blazing, The Story of the Night, including two shortlisted for the 
Man Booker Prize – The Blackwater Lightship and The Master, and his most 
recent novel Brooklyn – winner of the prestigious 2009 Costa Novel Award. 
His non-fi ction includes Bad Blood, Homage to Barcelona, The Sign of the 
Cross, and Love in a Dark Time.
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A review of Bloomsday, Trades Hall, 
Melbourne, 16 June 2010

Bloom beset in Monto

Joyce’s Carnival 
of Vice
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Trevor Code 
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Diarmaid Ferriter: Occasions of Sin: Sex 
and Society in Modern Ireland, 
Profi le Books, London, 2009.
ISBN: 9781861979186; RRP: £30

Frances Devlin-Glass

Are the Irish diff erent sexually?
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Colm O’Gorman, Beyond Belief, 
London: Hodder and Stoughton, 2009
ISBN: 978-0-340-92506-5;

Robert Glass

Surviving clerical abuse with grace
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Label: Hear Music, 2010 CD 
HRM31321
RRP: S$39.98 (Deluxe Bundle with 
DVD); $19.98 (CD)

Sean O Riada & The Chieftains’ 
Origins

The Fighting Irish of the San 
Patricio Battalion

Irish Join Mexican Catholics: 
Mexican-American War 
1846-1848

San Patricio monument

Chieftains and Ry Cooder 
sing up the Mexican Wars
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Mairéid Sullivan

THE IRISH  
PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–

1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland 
on 98.1FM

The world on  
4eb.org.au

(07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 
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Poetic performance
11 July 2010, The Wheeler Centre, Melbourne (60 minutes)
This Floating World by Libby Hart

Meg McNena

The eyes have it
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Peter Steele SJ: A Local Habitation: 
Poems and Homilies
Newman College, Melbourne, 2010.
ISBN: 978-0-7340-4170-8; RRP: $39.95.

Bridie McCarthy

Eloquent yearning

PO Box 18, Carlton 
North 3054

Tel: (03) 9416 0232
Fax: (03) 9416 0684
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Ed Moloney: Voices from the Grave: 
two men’s war in Ireland, 
Faber & Faber, London,
ISBN: 978057125168, RRP £14.99

Felicity Allen

Talents wasted by sectarian strife
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Jageurs Literary Award
In 2005, the Celtic Club established the annual 
Jageurs Literary Award to honour Morgan Jageurs 
and his efforts in promoting Irish culture in Australia 
and in establishing the Celtic Club. In 2009, the 
Australian Irish Heritage Network joined with the 
Celtic Club in sponsoring the award, with the prize 
money increased to $1,000.

For 2010, the Australian Irish Heritage Network 
and the Celtic Club have combined again to sponsor 
the award, again with total prize money of $1,000.

Born in Ireland, Morgan Jageurs (1862-1932) was a 
prominent Melbourne monumental mason and was 
first to introduce the Celtic cross to Australia. His great 
memorials can be seen in cemeteries throughout 
Melbourne. With his knowledge of architecture he 
assisted in the building of St Patrick’s Cathedral and 
St Mary’s, West Melbourne.

Jageurs was a man of many enthusiasms, with 
many of them focussed on Ireland. As well as  
being a founding member and President of the 
Celtic Club and the Victorian Catholic Young Men’s 
Society, he was also deeply involved in the Irish Land 
League, the Irish National League and, later, the 
United Irish League. He helped form the Melbourne 
Irish Pipers’ Club. Jageurs was a fine orator and 
writer, especially on Irish history, art and culture. He  
hosted many notable Irish visitors to Australia, 
including the Redmond brothers. Michael Davitt, 
who visited Australia in the 1890s, was godfather 
to his eldest son. In The Irish in Australia Patrick 
O’Farrell says of Jageurs that he ‘personally sustained  
virtually all Irish organisations in Melbourne during 
his active lifetime.’

The competition for the award aims to stimulate 
the production of new literary artefacts with a 
consciousness of the matter of Ireland or Irish-
Australia – stories, one-act plays, poetry. Non-fiction 
is also eligible for consideration, but the judges 
are looking for it to demonstrate ‘literariness’, an 
awareness of the language arts for which Irish writers 
have justly become famous. Such writing needs 
to be self-conscious, artful, shaped, and hopefully 
innovative. Literary manuscripts that celebrate, or 
excoriate the culture, or take any position in between 
are welcome. Pieces that take risks in how they deal 
with the heritage have been among those that have 
won prizes in the past. The nominated maximum 
word count for manuscripts is 5,000 words. If the 
medium of the writing is poetry, the word-length 
can be much shorter than the nominated maximum.

There are few caveats on who can submit. Work 
that has been previously published is not eligible 
for submission, and contestants can submit no more 
than two entries per person. Winning entries will be 
published in Tinteán.

Information about entering the competition are 
to be found on www.celticclub.com.au/literary and 
further information can be obtained by emailing 
info@celticclub.com.au

The closing date for entries to this year’s 
competition is 20 December 2010.

If you know of closet writers who think and read 
about Ireland and have things to say about Irish-
Australia, then please bring the competition to their 
attention. Or if you are one yourself, your entry will 
be most welcome.

A prize for writers, honouring the great nationalist, Morgan Jageurs
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