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Objectives 
The Australian Irish Heritage Network aims to build the social, 
cultural, sporting, historical and literary consciousness of Irish 
Australians and to explore and celebrate the development of 
Irish heritage and culture in Australia.
Principal Activity
As its first priority, AIHN produces the literary magazine  
Tinteán (meaning hearth in Gaelic and pronounced ‘Tintawne’ 
– the fada on the á giving the syllable the dominant stress 
and the ‘augh’ sound, as in ‘taught’). The focus of the maga-
zine is to build and explore the Australian Irish identity. The 
magazine welcomes material which explores the big themes 
of exile, diaspora and settlement. It also encourages the tell-
ing of the micro-stories that express narratives of individuals 
and families. There will be a continual study of the political 
and economic evolution of Ireland, and of the contribution 
which Irish-Australians have made to Australia. The intention 

is to explore and celebrate the playing out of the Irish heritage 
in Australia – past, present and future.
Activities
As well as the magazine, AIHN plans to conduct social and 
educational events; disseminate news and information via 
the internet; offer recognition for service to literary and his-
torical endeavours; issue cultural and political comment; and 
research and record our heritage.
Membership 
Anyone identifying with Irish heritage is welcome to join.
AIHN Committee
President: Peter Kiernan
Vice-President: Frances Devlin-Glass 
Secretary: Bob Glass
Treasurer: Patrick McNamara
Committee Members: Felicity Allen, Catherine Arthur, Liz 
McKenzie
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Letters
Hackett, Mannix and Calwell

Mary Elizabeth Calwell, Melbourne

Gonged Beatle Unbrushed

Jacinta McBride, Carlton, Vic.

The Morgans of Essendon

Kerryn Taylor
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Frances Devlin-Glass

Sunderings
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News
Bloomsday’s Earnest

Frances Devlin-Glass

Blasphemy in Ireland

From The Age, 17 March 2010

Paisley retires

From The Irish Independent, April 2010

Child abuse in the Irish Church

From The Irish Times, 17 April 2010

Br Frank McCarthy 1920–2010

Peter Kiernan

Iain MacNeil 1929–2010

Tinteán June 2010



Our grateful thanks

Peter Kiernan, President, AIHN

From The Age, March 2010

James Griffin 1929–2010

We Were Wrong

Frances Devlin-Glass,  
for the Jageurs Award adjudication panel

Jageurs Literary Award 2010

Left to right: Peter Kiernan (President of AIHN), Meg McN-
ena, Philip Harvey and Philip Moore (Cultural Heritage Com-
mitee, Celtic Club) at the presentation at Newman College
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What’s on
National Celtic Festival 2010

11-14 June, Portarlington on the Bellarine Peninsula

Australia’s biggest celebration of Celtic music and culture, with the 
music, dance, laughter and passion of the Celtic spirit.

Full-scale concerts, intimate jam sessions, special events, 
competitions, workshops and a Celtic market. Over 60 individual 
acts will represent the cream of Celtic musicians, singers, poets, 

dancers and storytellers.

The program features Eric Bogle, one of the world’s best-loved 
singer/songwriters. The international talent includes the Irish group 

Beoga, John Spillane (Ireland), rebel singer/songwriter Gary Óg 
(Scotland) and The Craic Hooers from Dublin’s Temple Bar. 

The Australian contingent includes the Bushwackers, the traditional 
sounds of Conundrum, The Borderers, Fiddler’s Feast, The Go Set, Pearl, 

The Rumjacks, Cornerbrook, and Bhan Tre.

The festival will conduct its own Golden Fiddle Awards, instrument-
themed concerts for harpists, fiddle players, pipers and singers, and 
a large workshop program with tuition in Celtic instruments, Gaelic 
language and dancing. Scottish pipes bands will perform en masse, 

followed by expertly run workshops, competitions and a finale 
provided by Claymore, the lords of Celtic rock.

Contact: Rochelle Smith 0409 995 638 
rochellejsmith@hotmail.com

Bookings: 03 5225 1200.  
Bookings, program information: www.nationalcelticfestival.com

Foster & Allen

Canberra 3 June, Melbourne 13 June, Hobart 18 June, Adelaide19 
June, Perth 21 June and leading provincial centres

Performing all their hits, including ‘Maggie’ and ‘A Bunch of Thyme’

Melbourne bookings: Arts Centre Box Office 1300 182 183
Ticketmaster 136 100   Other bookings at venues

Maria Forde and Jimmy Moore

8:00pm, Thursday, 24 June 2010, Celtic Club, Melbourne

An exciting musical evening with Maria Forde  
and Ireland’s own Jimmy Moore

Bookings: 03 9670 6472

Bloomsday 2010: Joyce’s Carnival of Vice

Wednesday, 16 June 2010

1pm and 7.30pm: Carnivale of Night-town ($35)
Trades Hall, Corner of Lygon and Victoria Streets, Carlton

An outrageous burlesque, set in Dublin’s red light district, is based 
on an ingenious adaptation of the Circe chapter of James Joyce’s 
Ulysses. Aficionados will recognise every detail in the seemingly 
chaotic plot, while newcomers will be surprised by its exuberant 

humour. A gritty collision between moralists and sexologists, it is full 
of absurdist antics, playing out the protagonists’ hallucinations.

This irreverent romp is pure Joyce – language of the alleyways, 
sound-effects, gibberish and bits of foreign languages included. It 

is a celebration of the unsurpassed richness of language that made 
Ulysses the greatest novel of its time.

Featuring Drew Tingwell as Bloom,  
and Glenn van Oosterom as Stephen. 

Directed by Brenda Addie.

Refreshments at bar prices.

3.30pm: Seminar: Puritans vs Sexologists ($20)
Trades Hall, Corner of Lygon and Victoria Streets, Carlton

Prof Joy Damousi: ‘Freud and Modern Sex in Joyce’s Dublin’
Dr Frances Devlin-Glass: ‘Unpacking “Pornosophy” in Circe’

5.45 for 6pm: Dinner and More Literary Sexology ($45)
At La Notte, 140-6 Lygon Street, Carlton

Smorgasbord and Dessert
(Vegetarian option available; wineshop prices for bottles)

7.30pm: Reprise of show, Carnivale of Night-town ($35)

All three events $95

More details and bookings: Bob Glass 03 9898 2900

Lake School of Celtic Music, Song and Dance

Saturday, 3 July 2010
12noon: Lake School Winter Workshop, Crossley, Vic.

Fiddle, singing and Irish language workshops in the Crossley hall

6.30pm: Launch of the 12th Lake School, to be held 2-7 January 2011
Mickey Bourke’s Hotel, Koroit, Vic.

Contact: Felix Meagher 0413 801 294  
felix@bushwahzee.com  

www.lakeschool.bushwahzee.com
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For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au

Irish in Australia Exhibition

Opening March 2011, National Museum of Australia, Canberra

The exhibition will portray the story of the Irish diaspora  
in Australia as one of its major overseas destinations. Many 
significant historical artefacts from all around Australia and  

from Ireland will be displayed. 

The curator, Richard Reid, is most anxious to cover the Irish presence 
in detail in the rural areas of Koroit-Port Fairy (Victoria), Illawarra 

(NSW) and Clare (South Australia ). The story of the Irish in Koroit, 
Killarney, Crossley and Port Fairy is a most significant chapter in the 

story of the Irish contribution to Australian culture and history. 

Local people and others with attachment to the district are 
encouraged to ensure that the area’s unique history is fully 

represented by offering items from family collections for display: 
agricultural, domestic, family history, titles, photographs. 

The National Museum is keen to identify and  
collect these items as soon as possible.

Contact: Teresa O’Brien 03 5568 7239 or 0437 363 572  
or PO Box 102, Koroit, 3282

email: goanna@westvic.com.au
OR

Richard Reid at the National Museum, Canberra

Australian Irish Heritage Network

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Australian Irish  
Heritage Network will be held in the Tinteán office in the 
basement of the Celtic Club, 316 Queen St, Melbourne,  

on Sunday 29 August 2010 at 3 pm.

Agenda items will be confined to approval of previous minutes, 
receipt of reports, approval of applications for membership and 

election of office holders for the forthcoming year.

Nominations for the positions of President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary and two Committee members are to be submitted in 

writing by 23 August 2009 to the Secretary AIHN, PO Box 13095, 
Law Courts, Melbourne 8010, signed by two AIHN members and 

accompanied by the written consent of the candidate. A pro forma 
for these nominations is available from the Tinteán office at the 

Celtic Club (info@tintean.org.au or 03 9670 8865).

Peter Kiernan, President, 13 May 2010

Irish History Circle

20:00 on the third Monday of every month  
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne

Interesting range of speakers of various aspects of Irish history

Contact: Dr Dan O’Connor 03 5978 6326 
or Nell McGettigan 03 9419 6882

Connolly Association Radio Program

09:30 every Saturday - 3CR [855 AM] 

Delivers Irish nationalist and republican news, current affairs 
and comment. Charts the involvement of modern Melbourne’s 

community in Irish politics and affairs. Examines local issues for their 
implications for the local Irish community, as well as the broader 

Melbourne community. 

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432    www.3CR.org.au

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM] 
Supported by the Melbourne Irish community and coordinated by 
Eugene O’Rourke, the program covers Irish music, news, interviews 

and Irish language items

17th Australasian Irish Studies Conference 

Transnational Ireland: migration, conflict, representations 
1–4 July 2010, Queen’s University, Belfast, Northern Ireland

An interdisciplinary conference with contributions from areas of 
history, migration studies, sociology, politics, literature, the arts, 

gender, geography, anthropology and economics. 

Papers are invited on topics especially relating to the Irish 
experience in Australia and New Zealand, influences and 

experiences of Australians / New Zealanders in Ireland, Irish  
and Australasian sports, and comparative experiences of  

emigration and conflict.
Contact: Elaine McKay,  

Irish Studies International Research Initiative, 
Queen’s University, 53-67 University Road, Belfast, NI, BT7 1NN 

e.mckay@qub.ac.uk 

Tinteán June 2010



Stuart Traill

What’s in a name, unless it  
includes Celtic?

I was Irish for 
four days...
Stuart Traill laments the inconsis-
tent application of statistics by 
our national ethnic broadcaster. 

On St Patrick’s Day the national 
ethnic broadcaster (SBS) showed 
the usual scenes on the evening 
news with a commentary that ‘30 
percent of the population is of Irish 
descent’. How amazing, I thought – 
that statement squares pretty well 
with what we all know, but how on 
earth did it get past the thought 
police down at TV headquarters? 
By Sunday the answer became 
clear. That night the SBS evening 
news featured an St Patrick’s Day 
parade in Sydney and the com-
mentary this time was much more 
restrained. ‘One in ten Australians’ 
was the new line. By my calcula-
tions that means that in the space 
of four days about 4.5 million peo-
ple had been denied a legitimate 
part of their heritage. 

Does this really matter? Well, 
in common with the other writers 
on this magazine, I am continually 
finding examples of where Irish-
Australian history is being sani-
tised in the media to the point of 
exclusion. Keep a few iconic fig-
ures like Ned Kelly and John Curtin 
for public consumption but just  
forget the rest. We also seem to 
have blundered badly in giving 
our ‘ethnic broadcaster’ both the 
responsibilities to serve the popu-
lation and also to define the popu-
lation. Smacks of writing your own 
job description. 

So to those half-million dispos-
sessed I now have some simple 
words of advice – welcome aboard. 
Take out a subscription immedi-
ately to this magazine and in a 
year’s time you can look back and 
reflect on what was one of the 
best investments you ever made. 
Discover yourself and your back-
ground, and enjoy some of the 
best music around these days into 
the bargain. 

Stuart Traill
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Read Ireland

Perry McIntyre, with the assistance of 
Colm’s daughter, Carol 

Dr Colm Padraig Kiernan (1931–2010)
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Compiled from the Irish Times 
Felicity Allen 

Irish economy

From the Irish Independent and the 
Irish Times, April 2010 

Thousands of X-rays and referrals ignored
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Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin

Raferty Mystery 
Mistéir Uí Raifteirí

An updated index of  
Tinteán articles, authors and 
subject material appeared 
in the March 2010 issue of 

the magazine. 
This index is updated every 
issue and is available now 

on the Tinteán website: 
tintean.org.au

TINTEÁN INDEX
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Miscellany visits Enniscorthy
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Joseph Murphy

Photograph of the Portrait of John Murphy is courtesy of 
Nicholas Furlong.
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Bernie Brophy

On Human Rights and Brehon Law
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Australian Irish Heritage Network
for lively and critical writing about the celebration of Ireland’s heritage in Australia

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO 
Only $55 per year

(4 issues)

Just fill in the form below and post it to: 
Australian Irish Heritage Network, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic, 8010
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  Australian Irish Heritage Network 
PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010 
+61 3 9670 8865 
info@tintean.org.au

The following might be interested in receiving a free copy of Tinteán:

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Please complete this page, tear it out and post it to Tinteán, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010.
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Sean Ua Cearnaigh

The Lalor brothers: hemispheres apart
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Riverdance and the sluggish 
tick of the classroom clock
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Terry Cantwell

In the 1960s, in a time of upheaval in 
the social history of Ireland, it appeared 
to Cumann na Sagart (established 
1916) that action was required to cre-
ate a positive focus in society. They 
established a competition to promote 
the Irish language. It became known as 
Glór na nGael (The Voice of the Gael), 
in memory of the voice of the people 
that Saint Patrick heard calling him to 
return to Ireland. The first competi-
tion was organised during the com-
memoration year of Patrick’s return, 
1962. Every year over €150,000 worth 
of prizes are awarded to committees 
from around Ireland that best develop 
the language and culture.

The first worldwide Global Gaeilge 
competition began in 2005. Since 
then the competition has gone from 
strength to strength with 30 commit-
tees registered from 13 different coun-
tries. As a result Global Gaeilge is now 
sponsored by the Irish Department of 
Foreign Affairs.

For 2009, An Droichead, Deis-
ceart Bhéal Feirste won first prize of 
€50,000 in the national competition 

and Cumann Gaeilge na hÁstraile 
(Irish Language Association of Aus-
tralia), based in Melbourne, won first 
prize in the Global Gaeilge Competi-
tion. In 2010, three Cumann mem-
bers, Deirdre Gillespie, Joan Moloney 
and Eamon Naughton attended the 
Awards Ceremony in Belfast to col-
lect a prize of €5,000 plus two return 
airfares and a week’s tuition at a Gael-
tacht. The dinner was held at Belfast 
City Hall and was preceded by a recep-
tion by the Australian Ambassador to 
Ireland, Bruce Davis.

An emotional and impartial tour of 
the Falls and Shankill Roads and other 
sites important in the political history 
of Belfast also occurred.

Members of Glór na nGael may visit 
Australia later in the year to conduct 
‘Teach the Teacher’ workshops which 
will be of major benefit to the Cumann 
and its members. The Cumann would 
like to acknowledge the support of 
Glór na nGael and to thank it most 
sincerely choosing it as the Global 
Gaeilge Winner 2009.

Deirdre Gillespie

International success for Cumann Gaeilge na hÁstraile
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Macabre, bizarre, grotesque and absurd
Tales of epic exaggeration and humour in the Lives of the early Irish saints
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Celia Scott 
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Murals in Belfast:  
 time for a change?
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Left: Republican mural in Ballymurphy, 2001. Below: The Flight of the Earls in Ardoyne Avenue, 2008 All photos by Bill Rolston
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Hopewell Crescent 2000: Johnny Adair’s C Company
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Bill Rolston

Hopewell Crescent 2009: children’s right to play
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The meaning of missing
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Evelyn Conlon
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Poetry

Philip Harvey 

Definition
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Catherine Nash: Of Irish Descent: 
Origin stories, genealogy and the politics of belonging,
Syracuse University Press,  
Syracuse, 2008.
ISBN 978-0-8156-3159-0; US $29.95 

Di Hall

Identity politics and genealogy

Tinteán June 2010



Ulysses and Us : the Art of Everyday 
Life in Joyce’s Masterpiece, by Declan 
Kiberd, published by Faber (UK) and 
W. W. Norton (USA), 2009
ISBN-10: 0571242545; RRP £9.99

Reclaiming Joyce for Dublin
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Philip Harvey

John Hall: A Tale of Two Cities
Currach Press, Dublin, 2009
128 pages
ISBN: 978-1-85607-976-1
RRP $47.95

The first 18 pages of this publica-
tion are taken up with an introduc-
tion and short history of the cities 
of Dublin and Cork, following which 
the author attempts to capture the 
spirit of these two cities by way of his  
excellent (mono) photographs. How-
ever, the legends accompanying the 
photographs are not restricted to a 
few words of description and amplify 
concisely the subjects illustrated. 
Readers who are not familiar with 
these cities may take a little while to 
realise that the photographs on the left  
hand pages are of Dublin and the 
opposing ones of Cork. There is no 
forewarning of this arrangement in the 
introductory remarks.

The author was born in Cork and 
grew up there, moving to Dublin in 
early adulthood and residing there 
ever since. This provides him with a 
very good insight into his original and 
adopted homes. There is some attempt 
to ‘pair’ photographs – bank with bank, 
brewery with brewery and so on – but 
the connections within pairings are not 
always obvious. There is a feeling that 
a collection of photographs were cho-
sen on merit and then arranged rather 
than photographs being commis-
sioned in accordance with some pre-
ordained plan for the book. There is no 
reluctance to feature more than one 
illustration of a particular place if the 
photographs are considered worthy 
and, for example, we have two differ-
ent photographs of Dublin’s Guinness 
brewery and two of the Republican 
plots in St Finbarr’s Cemetery in Cork.

The book will appeal to those with 
an interest in either or both of these 
two cities and will take up little space 
in crowded library shelves. Hall has 
undertaken a simple project in utilis-
ing his photographs to capture the fea-
tures of these two cities and has suc-
ceeded well in his objective.

Robert J F Butler

A photographic 
essay
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Timothy G McMahon: Grand 
Opportunity: The Gaelic Revival and 
Irish Society, 1893-1910, Syracuse: 
Syracuse University Press, 2008.
ISBN 978-0-8156-3184-2; RRP: US$ 
Paper $22.95.

Di Hall

Who were the Gaelic Leaguers? 
Crunching numbersTHE IRISH  

PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland on 

98.1FM
The world on  

www.4eb.org.au

Ph (07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 
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Martin Flanagan, Michele Gierck et al., 
Peter Kennedy: The Man Who Threat-
ened Rome,
one day hill, [Camberwell East, Victo-
ria], Australia, 2009.
ISBN 978-0-9805643-6-5; RRP $29.95.

Mary Condon

The Fate of Prophets – St Mary’s and its Priests
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Paul Fennell: Real Irish Ghost Stories, 
Currach Press, Dublin, 2009.
ISBN: 978-1-856-60798-6; RRP €12.99.

Felicity Allen

Matters ghostly
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Felicity Allen

Shipwrecked Tiger
Fintan O’Toole: Ship of Fools: How stupidity and corruption sank the Celtic Tiger, 
Faber and Faber, London, 2009.
ISBN: 978-0-571-25268-8; RRP £12.99
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P J Browne (ed.), with photographs by David Maher:  
Kavanagh Country, Currach Press, 2009
ISBN: 9781856079693; RRP: $47.95

Carol O’Connor

Nostalgia for Kavanagh’s Ireland

For your pre-paid funeral plan brochure

Phone: 9489 8711
187 Queens Parade Clifton Hill Vic 3068

Email: lonergan.raven@gmail.com

“When our time comes I’d like to know that everything is organised. That way the kids won’t have 
the worry or expense of arranging our funerals. It will be much less stressful for the family.”

With a proud history that extends over many generations, the compassionate staff at Lonergan 
Funerals have the experience and understanding to assist you in arranging a pre-paid funeral plan 
to suit your individual wishes. 

Pre-paid funerals are costed at today’s prices, so by planning for the future, you are guaranteed
to save. We pride ourselves on our ability to organise everything, down to the fi nest detail, to assist 
you in your time of need and to carry out your wishes with respect and dignity.

Have you planned ahead?
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316-320 Queen St cnr Latrobe St, Melbourne

NEW 
MEMBERS 
WELCOME

Bar menu only $12.50
Lunch

Dinner

Shamrock Restaurant
Lunch

Dinner

Giant Screens, Live Sport

Free Live Music every Friday

Function Room Meeting Rooms
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