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Objectives 
The Australian Irish Heritage Network aims to build the social, 
cultural, sporting, historical and literary consciousness of Irish 
Australians and to explore and celebrate the development of 
Irish heritage and culture in Australia.
Principal Activity
As its first priority, AIHN produces the literary magazine  
Tinteán (meaning hearth in Gaelic and pronounced ‘Tintawne’ 
– the fada on the á giving the syllable the dominant stress 
and the ‘augh’ sound, as in ‘taught’). The focus of the maga-
zine is to build and explore the Australian Irish identity. The 
magazine welcomes material which explores the big themes 
of exile, diaspora and settlement. It also encourages the tell-
ing of the micro-stories that express narratives of individuals 
and families. There will be a continual study of the political 
and economic evolution of Ireland, and of the contribution 
which Irish-Australians have made to Australia. The intention 

is to explore and celebrate the playing out of the Irish heritage 
in Australia – past, present and future.
Activities
As well as the magazine, AIHN plans to conduct social and 
educational events; disseminate news and information via 
the internet; offer recognition for service to literary and his-
torical endeavours; issue cultural and political comment; and 
research and record our heritage.
Membership 
Anyone identifying with Irish heritage is welcome to join.
AIHN Committee 2008–2009
President: Peter Kiernan
Vice-President: Frances Devlin-Glass 
Secretary: Bob Glass
Treasurer: Patrick McNamara
Committee Members: Felicity Allen, Catherine Arthur, Rob 
Butler, Don McKenzie, Liz McKenzie
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Letters
Historical howlers

Stuart Traill 
Melbourne, Victoria

A successful riddle

Brenda Niall Melbourne Victoria

Cover story

Peter Kiernan, Malvern

More on mixed marriages

Robert O’Byrne
Shoreham

Principal Public Partner Public Partner

This project has been assisted 
by the Federal Government 
through the Australia Council, its 
arts funding and advisory body.

BRINGING YOU THE BEST OF IRISH & CELTIC MUSIC FOR 21 YEARS   
BOOKINGS AND FREE PROGRAM 03 9388 1460 brunswickmusicfestival.com.au

MAIRTIN O’CONNOR BAND 
(IRE), TONY O’NEILL TRIO
Brunswick Town Hall 
Tuesday 16 March 8 pm

EMILY SMITH & 
JAMIE McCLENNAN (SCO)
YOUNG FIDDLERS OF  
MELBOURNE SCOTTISH  
FIDDLE CLUB
Mechanics Institute PAC 
Friday 19 March 8.30 pm

EDDI READER (SCO) 
ALANNA & ALICIA EGAN
Brunswick Town Hall 
Saturday 20 March 8 pm

PADDY KEENAN (IRE) 
SQUEEBZ
The Penny Black 
Saturday 20 March 8.30 pm

DOUGIE MACLEAN (SCO)  
KATE BURKE & 
RUTH HAZLETON
Brunswick Town Hall 
Friday 12 March 8 pm

GENTICORUM (CAN) 
STRING THEORY
The Penny Black 
Friday 12 March 8.30 pm

22NDD

1111–22222211 MARCHMARCH 22000 0101010

Presented by

Mairtin O’Connor Band Paddy Keenan
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Robert J F Butler

Hidden ethnicity
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News
Ongoing saga 

Painful year for the Irish church

Success for Colm Tóibín 

Blasphemy Law 

Professor Patrick McGorry  
Australian of the Year 2010 

Billy Cantwell 

Daonscoil 2010 
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Karolyne Paron 

Devolution Deal in  
Northern Ireland

Climate change threatens 
another potato famine?

Obituary:  
Mary Daly, 1928 – 2010 

Felicity Allen

Oscar nominations for  
Irish film industry 
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What’s on
Irish in Australia Exhibition

Opening March 2011, National Museum of Australia, Canberra

The exhibition will portray the story of the Irish diaspora in 
Australia as one of its major overseas destinations. Many 

significant historical artefacts from all around Australia and from 
Ireland will be displayed. 

The curator, Richard Reid, is most anxious to cover the Irish 
presence in detail in the rural areas of Koroit-Port Fairy (Victoria), 

Illawarra (NSW) and Clare (South Australia ).
The story of the Irish in Koroit, Killarney, Crossley and Port Fairy 

is a most significant chapter in the story of the Irish contribution 
to Australian culture and history. Local people and others with 

attachment to the district are encouraged to ensure that the area’s 
unique history is fully represented by offering items from family 

collections for display: agricultural, domestic, family history, titles, 
photographs. The National Museum is keen to identify and collect 

these items as soon as possible.

Contact: Teresa O’Brien 03 5568 7239 or 0437 363 572  
or PO Box 102, Koroit, 3282  email:goanna@westvic.com.au

or Richard Reid at the National Museum, Canberra

Connolly Association Radio Program

09:30 every Saturday – 3CR [855 AM]

Delivers Irish nationalist and republican news, current affairs 
and comment. Charts the involvement of modern Melbourne’s 

community in Irish politics and affairs. Examines local issues for their 
implications for the local Irish community, as well as the broader 

Melbourne community.

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432   www.3CR.org.au

Celtic Folk Radio Program

09:00 every Monday – 3CR [855 AM]
Community Radio, Melbourne

Contact: Anne McAllister 0423 397 051   www.3CR.org.au

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM]

Supported by the Melbourne Irish community and coordinated by 
Eugene O’Rourke, the program covers Irish music, news, interviews 

and Irish language items

17th Australasian Irish Studies Conference
Transnational Ireland: migration, conflict, representations

1–4 July 2010
Queen’s University, Belfast, Northern Ireland

An interdisciplinary conference with contributions from areas of 
history, migration studies, sociology, politics, literature, the arts, 

gender, geography, anthropology and economics.

Papers are invited on topics especially relating to the Irish 
experience in Australia and New Zealand, influences and 

experiences of Australians / New Zealanders in Ireland, Irish  
and Australasian sports, and comparative experiences of  

emigration and conflict.

For proposals and details, contact: Elaine McKay, Irish Studies 
International Research Initiative, Queen’s University, 53-67 
University Road, Belfast, NI, BT7 1NN  e.mckay@qub.ac.uk

St Patrick’s Day Luncheon

Wednesday 17th March 12 noon

Dromana/Red Hill RSL, Gibson St, Dromana
Come and join in the ‘Shenanigans’.

Irish music and dancing, green beer and great company.
The wearing of the green will add to the fun.

Contact: Eddie Hayes 03 5987 2448

Bloomsday

The Bloomsday festival annually celebrates James Joyce. In 2010 
it will occur on: Wednesday 16 June 2010. This year’s show and 
seminar will focus on the Nighttown episode of Ulysses, Circe.

It will pit sexologists against purity snoopers, and explore the hopes 
and fears, anxieties and neuroses of Bloom and Stephen.

Venues and details will be advised in the next issue of Tinteán.

Irish History Circle

20:00 on the third Monday of every month  
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne. 

Interesting range of speakers of various aspects of Irish history

Contact: Dr Dan O’Connor 03 5978 6326  
or Nell McGettigan 03 9419 6882
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For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au

Echuca-Moama Celtic Festival

7th March and 12–14th March 2010

Experience the charm and hospitality of the steam capital of 
Australia at a festival of music and dance for all ages

info@celticfestival.com.au  www.celticfestival.com.au

Australian Irish Welfare Bureau

Irish Australian of the Year Award

The Award for 2010 will be announced at the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
dance at the Celtic Club. Friday 12 March

Contact: Margaret Boyle Secretary: 03 9482 3865

Afternoon Tea & Dance

14:00–17:30 on the last Sunday of each month  
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne

Contact: Marion O’Hagan 03 9482 3865

Celtic Club’s Reading Circle and Film Club

Ballarat through Irish Eyes

A tour of Ballarat which will give participants an opportunity to  
see Ballarat through Irish eyes and learn of the contribution  
people of Irish background has made to Ballarat’s cultural  

Social and industrial development.

Information and blookings: Phillip Moore 03 9850 4468  
email: mrphillmoore@aol.com

Saoirse

Saoirse (freedom) are a vibrant vocal and dance group from 
Melbourne who delight their audiences with their beautiful 

renditions of traditional Irish ballads and original works.

5th March, 8pm, Port Fairy Festival, Port Fairy
13th March, 4pm, Echuca-Moama Festival, Echuca Vic

10th April, 8pm, The Natiional Folk Festival 2010, Canberra, ACT

www.myspace.com/saoirseoz

Brigid’s Well, Kildara Centre

Easter Celtic Conversation Evening

Tuesday, April 6, 6.30 – 9.15pm. 
Suggested donation $20

The Globalisation of God:  
Celtic Christianity’s Nemesis

Thursday April 8, 10.00 – 12 noon. Suggested donation $10

Special guest and presenter is Dara Molloy who lives on Inis Mór 
on the Aran Islands of Ireland and whose book, The Globalisation 
of God: Celtic Christianity’s Nemesis has recently been published in 

Ireland. The book tells the story of Celtic Christianity’s struggle with 
Rome, linking this history with contemporary globalisation.

Rrear 39 Stanhope St Malvern Vic 3144 Ph: (03) 9509 7906
kildara@netspace.net.au

Book launch of An Irish Woman in 
Czarist Russia by Jean Lombard

Kathleen ffrench lived a life rich in trials and scandal, of  
opulence in a world on the brink of destruction. The  

headstrong child of an Irish diplomat and a Russian heiress,  
she grew up on her family’s estates by the Volga, touring  

Europe with barons and princesses, and visiting a home away  
from home: Monivea, her father’s castle in Galway. Drawing on  
the candid letters of Kathleen and her family, Jean Lombard’s  
deeply personal insights take readers into a vanished world.

15th March, 6-8pm, Melbourne, (location tba)
7th March, 5-7pm, Monivae College, Hamilton, Victoria

29th March, 5-7pm, Irish Embassy, Canberra

www.jean-lombard.com

National Celtic Festival at Portarlington 

June 11-14

Beoga makes Aussie debut and Eric Bogle is back by popular 
demand, so book early for this year’s festival!

Earlybird tickets are now on sale until April 30.

To get your tickets phone GPAC on (03) 5225 1200  
or visit www.nationalcelticfestival.com today
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The Famine,  
The Orphan Girls, 
and The Rock

Leo Kelly, Debra Vaughan and Peter Kiernan.

The Fiddlers: Phil Cleary and Sean Kenan Connor Kiernan

Debra Vaughan, Anne Ramage and Mary Kenneally Sean Kenan

Leo Kelly, Piper Sean Kenan
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Felix Meagher

Lake School Number Eleven Koroit January 2010
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In this article Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin reviews Muiris Mossie 
Ó Scanláin’s autobiography, An Mám Ó Dheas, which he 
believes is the first time that an autobiography in Irish has 
been published by an Australian.

Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin

Mossie and Monsignor Ó Fiannachta, (Ed. & publisher) at 
the launch of An Mám ó Dheas in his home town, An Dain-
gean.

An Mám Ó Dheas
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Australian Irish National 
Dancing Championships

Brenda Lindeman
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Bolg an tSoláthair / Odds & Ends
Gaelic qualities of Mary MacKillop

Amy Sherwin celebrated in Bendigo

Lalla Gill and Lalla Rook

Val Noone

Capital theatre, Bendigo, 6 November 
2009: John Clancy conducts the finale 
of the Amy Sherwin concert
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Felicity Allen

Irish economy
The Tinteán Editorial Committee

Dr. Val Noone, O.A.M

Mary Doyle and Val Noone forever smiling
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Stuart Traill

History for the asking

Read Ireland
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Australian Irish Heritage Network
for lively and critical writing about the celebration of Ireland’s heritage in Australia
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Only $55 per year

(4 issues)

Just fill in the form below and post it to: 
Australian Irish Heritage Network, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic, 8010
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  Australian Irish Heritage Network 
PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010 
+61 3 9670 8865 
info@tintean.org.au

The following might be interested in receiving a free copy of Tinteán:

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Name: 

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode: 

Please complete this page, tear it out and post it to Tinteán, PO Box 13095, Law Courts, Vic. 8010.
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Catherine Arthur

Mercy from Age to Age
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Sarah O’Malley Smith,  
Irish Famine Orphan
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Debra Vaughan 

Top: Sarah O’Malley circa 
1890s, featuring leg-o-mut-
ton sleeves in moiré  
taffeta/watered silk, 
likely her own creation. Her 
glasses in hand, an open 
book signifies literacy.
Right: Richard Smith’s 
newly discovered photo, b. 
1827/31 d. 1889. Further 
mysteries include origins: 
Plymouth (embarkation?), 
Carmarthen & Cornwall; 
two of his children born on 
Bendigo goldfields.
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Miscellany
Dublin 1880–1932

Clockwise from top: Dublin ruins 1916; O’Connell 
Bridge 1916; O’Connell Monument; Dr Douglas Hyde 
installation as president – cavalcade halt at GPO; 
British troops buying fruit before evacuation; Custom 
House on fire.
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Clockwise from top left: Bailey Lighthouse Howth; 
Kingstown (Dun Laoghaier); College Green; The Four 
Courts; Leinster House; Druids Altar Howth. 
 All pictures courtesy of National Library of Ireland.

Joseph Murphy
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A Melburnian’s memory 
of Raftery the Poet
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Patrick Morgann

Pages from Abhráin atá leagtha ar an Reachtúire, or, 
Songs ascribed to Raftery by Douglas Hyde
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Still crying ‘Save Tara’ – it’s not over yet!
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Yet, there is hope!

Tara quotations

Mairéid Sullivan

Photo: Looking towards the Royal Enclosure at the Hill of 
Tara from the top of the Mound of the Hostages
 Rowan of Ravara (flickr.com/photos/rowanofravara/)
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Poetry
Cromwell’s Arch 

John Liddy

Shiny copper things

Initially NO 
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Brigid – Queen of Song 

Mairéid Sullivan

Equinox

Aileen Kelly

Back of Byzantium 

Aileen Kelly 

Two Faces By A Window 

Tony Curtis 
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Liberating Spirits
Larrikin Angel: A biography of Veronica 
Brady 
Kath Jordan 
Perth: Round House Press, 2009
ISBN: 978-0-9806108
RRP $32.95
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Frances Devlin-Glass 
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The Natural History of Ireland
Philip O’Sullivan Beare (translated by Denis C. O’Sullivan)
Cork University Press, 2009, RRP €39 ISBN: 9781859184394

Mairéid Sullivan

Ancient text restored
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Conor Kostick, Revolution in Ireland. 
Popular Militancy 1917-1923
Second Edition. Cork University Press. 
2009
ISBN – 13: 9781859184486
RRP €39

Rob Butler

The other rebellion
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A Bump on the Road
Hugh Vaughan
online only: abumpontheroad@
yahoo.com.au

One of the strengths of ‘A Bump in the 
Road’ is the author’s ability to recre-
ate the small boy’s experiences of his 
world so that the reader participates 
in–not just observes–it. The child’s 
observations are acute if not astute 
and were concerned with the minu-
tiae of everyday living. Significant 
adults in the boy’s life-his parents, 
aunt, neighbours, granny, as well as 
school friends, neighbours’ children 
and perhaps most importantly the 
enemy neighbourhood gang-are 
drawn as a six year old sees them. This 
has a twofold effect. On the one hand, 
there is a real sense of ominous fear, 
even deadly danger in the games the 
children play, out of the hearing and 
sight of adults. ‘Crunches of wood on 
wood and wood on legs and arms, 
thuds and yelps shot through the air.’ 
However the worst injuries sustained 
in these fearsome battles with sticks 
and swords whittled from pieces of 
wood, were mere cuts and bruises 
and perhaps a parental cuff/scold-
ing from getting your clothes dirty. 
Valuable life lessons were learnt and 
applied, the most important for the 
author – a small boy for his age – was 
‘Run’. On the other hand, adults are 
irrelevant and remain two dimen-
sional, even stereotypical. Mothers 
and Grans are there simply to pro-
vide toast and custard, and Dads and 
Grand-dads deliver the occasional 
history lesson and administer ‘clips, 
thumps and thrashings’ to toughen 
up the recipient in readiness for man-
hood. The uniformity of the ‘voice’ of 
the small boy is very well maintained 
but the brooding quality of several 
plotlines in the narrative might have 
been enhanced by a sense of the adult 
reader’s awareness of the nuances of 
a situation that the child, because of 
his innocence and naivety (used to 
such great effect by L P Hartley and 
John Boyne) could not understand.

Given that these childhood tales 
are set in Northern Ireland (with an 
occasional foray over the Border into 

Donegal), within the time span of 
‘The Troubles’, there is little evidence 
in the stories that these volatile 
times impinged on the protagonist’s 
six-year-old reality. Only in ‘Incident’ 
do we hear the rumbling of Sara-
cen tanks and in ‘Big Pol’ the sound 
of gunfire and Wessex helicopters. 
These situations, initially almost far-
cical, quickly degenerate into very 
menacing scenarios, and the clos-
est we get to the real life dangers 
and potential tragedies that stalked 
the small town communities during 
that time. Stories told from the adult 
narrator point of view are scattered 
throughout the book and though 
their themes deal with the tragedies 
of life more directly (death of a baby, 
and an old lady, a life disrupted by a 
misunderstanding), they are straight-
forward conventional narratives.

There are a few gripes. I found the 
chronology disconcerting and was 
grateful for the author’s ‘reminisc-
ing ramble Down Memory Lane that 
formed the basis for the stories’ and 
which appears here as the last chap-
ter. I also found the repetition of pas-
sages in several stories (the Hoover 
washing machine under the stairwell) 
slightly tedious. The author’s predilec-
tion to anthropomorphise inanimate 
furniture, rooms, and even scenes 
was sometimes irritating. I longed for 
the active voice and a severe prun-
ing of the plethora of adjectives. Last 
but not least, more careful editing 
would have eliminated ‘grannies’ for 
‘granny’s’ (lunch) and ‘illicit’ for ‘elicit’, 
amongst other small glitches.

Liz McKenzie, Editor of Tinteán

Bittersweet nostalgiaTHE IRISH  
PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland on 

98.1FM
The world on  

www.4eb.org.au

Ph (07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 
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A Quiet Man Miscellany by Des MacHale
Cork University Press, Cork, 2009
ISBN 9780955226175; RRP €25

Sidney Ingham,  

Iconic Irish films
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Allen, Felicity

Anderson, Bill

Arthur, Catherine 

Ashton, Chris

Babb, Jeffry
Barr, Colin
Beavis, Adrian
Blake, Rosemary Keegan
Boyce, Marcia 
Broderick, Olive
Brophy, Bernie

Brown, Carmel

Buckley, Vincent
Bunting, Sandra 
Butler, Robert

Byrne, Glen
Byrnes, Kevin
Cahill, Kevin

Calwell, Mary Elizabeth

Campion, Edmund

Charlesworth, Max 
Clancy, John

Cockram, Peg 
Coleborne, Brian

Connell, Máire 
Cope, Graeme
Corcoran, R 
Costello, Anthony
Costigan, Michael 
Curtis, Tony
Cusack, Danny

Dacy, Brian 
Dalton, Anne
D’Astoli, Leah 
Day, Bill
de Paor, Louis
Devlin, Barney
Devlin-Glass, Frances 

Index
This Index is in two parts.
Part 1 lists, as authors, all those who have contributed articles, poetry, reviews and letters and the title of their contribution, 
abbreviated where required, is listed shown by the issue and, after the colon, the relevant page number(s). A comma is used to 
separate page numbers in the same issue.
In Part 2, the authors of any reviewed publications are listed both separately and with the actual titles of these publications. Sig-
nificant subjects covered in the pages of Tinteán and titles of poems or reviewed books, films or plays are listed in Part 2, in italics. 
Authors of poems are shown with the titles.
The Editorial Committee would like to express our gratitude to and admiration of Robert Butler for the compilation of the index. It was a 
mammoth task, done with great skill and aplomb by Rob, who is of course a very valued member of the team and without whom, you, 
dear reader, would probably not receive your copy of the magazine!

Part 1: authors
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Dowling, Mary 
Doyle, Bill
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Mara, Liz
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Western Canada’s Connections 
to Two GAA Founders

Joseph Patrick Ryan

Thomas St George McCarthy
John O’Flynn

GAA’s Founders’ Mass December 2009

Golden Years 
Grounds for hope
Edited by Val Noone with Terry Blake,  

Mary Doyle and Helen Praetz

Available at $50.00 per copy from  
Rainbow Book Agencies Pty Ltd 

Tel: (03) 9481 6611 Fax: (03) 9481 2371 
Email: rba@rainbowbooks.com.au 

303 Arthur Street, Fairfield, VIC 3078
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