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316-320 Queen St cnr LaTrobe St, Melbourne, 3000

Enquiries and bookings: Helen Mohan

t 03 9670 6472 f 03 9670 5153 
e <info @ c e l t i c club.com.au>   w <www. c e l t i c cl u b . c o m . a u >

Sunday 7 February 2010
12.30 pm at the Celtic Club

Two-course lunch, $40 per person, Drinks at bar prices

Guest speaker: Celia Scott
Topic: Humour and 

early Irish women saints
Celia Scott is a research scholar 
at the University of Melbourne

Guest artists: Catherine Connelly and Greg Hunt
Celtic harpist and violinist

Guest of honour: Orla Tunney, first secretary, Embassy of Ireland

Your opportunity to buy CDs,
books, Brigid crosses, and other items

BrigidMart open from 12.00 midday

Open to the public from 3.00 pm
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A perspective

Peter Kiernan

The Tinteán office requires the service of rostered 
volunteers to undertake approximately two  

hours unpaid clerical work per week. Tasks  
include checking and forwarding of emails,  
basic data entry and credit card processing. 

Training will be provided.
Enquiries to the Tinteán office: info@tintean.org.au 

or 9670 8865
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The Lake School of Celtic Music, Song & Dance 

3–8 January 2010, Koroit, Victoria 

Daily tuition in tin whistle, flute, guitar, DADGAD, mandolin, 
bodhran, uilleann pipes, fiddle, songwriting, Irish set dancing,  
Irish Language, banjo sessions, with kids and youth programs  

and a tutors’ concert 

Adult, children and family rates 
Felix Meagher 0413 801 294   felix@bushwahzee.com

Daonscoil 

3–10 January 2010, 
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, Rowsley, Victoria 

A residential course in the Irish language,  
for beginners to fluent speakers

Weekly rates for adults, students and children; also daily rate 
Contact: 0405 210 149   feedback@gaeilgesanastrail.com

17th Australasian Irish Studies Conference 
Transnational Ireland: migration, conflict, representations 

1–4 July 2010, Queen’s University, Belfast, Northern Ireland 

An interdisciplinary conference with contributions from areas of 
history, migration studies, sociology, politics, literature, the arts, 

gender, geography, anthropology and economics. 
Papers are invited on topics especially relating to the Irish experi-

ence in Australia and New Zealand, influences and experiences 
of Australians / New Zealanders in Ireland, Irish and Australasian 
sports, and comparative experiences of emigration and conflict. 

Proposals by 29 January 2010. 

Contact: Elaine McKay, 
Irish Studies International Research Initiative, Queen’s University, 
53-67 University Road, Belfast, NI, BT7 1NN   e.mckay@qub.ac.uk 

Wolfe Tones Concerts 2010 

The Wolfe Tones’ last ever Australian tour 
Melbourne concert: Forum Theatre, Friday, 22 January 2010 

Tickets available from PJ O’Brien’s Irish Pub, Southbank 
Contact: Katrina  katrina@pjobriens.com.au   pjobriens.com.au

Also: Sydney, 16 January; Brisbane, 23 January; Perth, 29 January 

Connolly Association Radio Program 

09:30 every Saturday – 3CR [855 AM] 
Delivers Irish nationalist and republican news, current affairs and 
comment. Charts the involvement of modern Melbourne’s com-
munity in Irish politics and affairs. Examines local issues for their 
implications for the local Irish community, as well as the broader 

Melbourne community. 

Contact: Jim Cusack 0407 521 432   www.3CR.org.au

Celtic Folk Radio Program 

09:00 every Monday – 3CR [855 AM] 
Community Radio, Melbourne 

Contact: Anne McAllister 0423 397 051   www.3CR.org.au

Melbourne Irish Community Radio Program 

11:00 every Saturday and 18:00 every Sunday – 3ZZZ [92.5 FM] 

Supported by the Melbourne Irish community and coordinated by 
Eugene O’Rourke, the program covers Irish music, news, interviews 

and Irish language items 

Brigidfest 

12:30, Sunday, 7 February 2010, at the Celtic Club, Melbourne 

The annual lunch to celebrate Brigid and the women of Ireland and 
Irish-Australia. Celia Scott will give the annual address on Humour 
and Early Irish Saints. Music by Catherine Connolly and Greg Hunt. 

The popular Brigidmart, selling Brigid crosses, books and much 
more, will also operate. 

Contact: Helen Mohan 03 9670 6472   www.celticclub.com.au

The Importance of Being Earnest 

Friday 26 & Sunday 28 February 2010, at the Celtic Club, Melbourne 

A moved playreading of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Ear-
nest will be staged as Bloomsday in Melbourne’s second fundraiser 
for Bloomsday 2010. For more details see www.bloomsdayinmel-

bourne.org.au

Contact: Helen Mohan 03 9670 6472   info@celticclub.com.au

What’s on
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Letters
A busy week in Ireland

Ben Kiernan,
New Haven, Connecticut

Consequences of change

Mairéid Sullivan,
North Ringwood, Vic.

Celtic Dance Association

Kendon McMahon,
Secretary, Celtic Dance Association

1 Hunter Cres, Salisbury North, SA 5108

Australian Irish Welfare Bureau 

Afternoon Tea & Dance 

14:00–17:30 on the last Sunday of each month 
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne 

Contact: Marion O’Hagan 03 9482 3865 

Irish History Circle 

20:00 on the third Monday of every month 
at the Celtic Club, Melbourne 

Interesting range of speakers of various aspects of Irish history 

Contact: Dr Dan O’Connor 03 5978 6326
or Nell McGettigan 03 9419 6882 

Port Fairy Folk Festival

March 5 – 8, 2010, Port Fairy, Victoria

The international line-up will include: Brian Kennedy, Chris Smither, 
Colin Hay, Eilen Jewell, Charlie Parr, The Greencards, Uncle Earl

Nationals will include: Bonjah, Archie Roach, Blue Shaddy, Pigram 
Brothers, Vulgargrad, Jaimi Faulkner, Mick Thomas & The Sure Thing

www.portfairyfolkfestival.com

Celtica Festival

5–6 December 2009, Mundy Street, Port Adelaide
Music, workshops, visual arts. Free entry

www.celticafestival.com.au

For inclusion in the What’s On column, please submit items to editorial@tintean.org.au
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Oideas Gael: 25 Bliain faoi Bhláth
In this article Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin 
reflects upon the history of Oideas 
Gael, which recently celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary. Oideas Gael 
is located in Glencolumbkille, in the 
south-west Donegal Gaeltacht, and 
offers a wide range of Irish language 
and cultural courses to adults each 
year. A large number of Australians 
have been amongst the overseas 
students who have attended courses 
there over its quarter century history 
and that connection is set to be 
extended next year.

Bearnaí Ó Doibhlin
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Land, spuds, cows and education 

Mary Robinson on climate justice 

Orthodoxy and orthopraxis 

Storytellers and Vikings 

Val Noone

Bolg an tSoláthair / 
Odds & Ends

Inside St Brigid’s, Crossley: Mick Lane and Helen Doyle 
ponder the building’s future as an Irish Australian cultural 
centre
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Miscellany
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Joseph Murphy

The Gaol, The Gates of Hell, Wanted Poster, The Stocks, The Treadmill, The Cells
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Stuart Traill

A tale of two singers
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Adrian Little 

Northern Ireland commentary 

Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose… 



St Brigid’s merry dance

Above: She who leads the merry 
dance, Brigid of Kildare, in the stained 
glass window at the eponymous 
church in Crossley.
Top right: Jim and Loretta Lane, key 
campaigners for Crossley whose  
associations with the church goes 
back generations.
Middle right: Nostalgia and fond 
memories of good times in the Hall, 
the mecca for dances and sessions  
in Crossley.
Bottom right: Mischievous but  
supportive headline in the  
Warrnambool Standard.

Tinteán December 2009



Felicity Allen and Frances Devlin-Glass
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The Church on the Hill,  
and interior.

Bottom right: The Crossley 
Hall, long past its 100th year, 
once a school, and always a 
community centre.

Tinteán December 2009



The threat of losing a place that is con-
sidered important to a local commu-
nity and the wider population not only 
galvanises critical support but forces 
an in-depth examination into why that 
place is significant. This was certainly 
the case with St Brigid’s church and 
hall. For nearly one hundred years the 
red brick church had stood perched on 
a ridge overlooking rich farming land. 
The adjacent hall (and former school) 
had stood for longer, since 1878. These 
two buildings perhaps appear as fairly 
modest and typical of church and hall 
buildings. Looking more closely, how-
ever, at the context of these build-
ings—their location, their history, and 
their social and cultural importance—
reveals a place of exceptional impor-
tance to the history of the Irish in Victo-
ria, and indeed Australia.

Putting forward a case for the heri-
tage significance of St Brigid’s Church 
and Hall was important in practical 
terms—in protecting the site from 
inappropriate development, but also 
in gaining recognition for the signifi-
cance of the place. In the municipal 
heritage study of Moyne Shire, which 
I co-authored with Context Pty Ltd in 
2006, St Brigid’s was proposed as being 
of State significance. A subsequent 
nomination of the site to Heritage 

Victoria, however, was unsuccessful. 
The impending sale of the building, 
announced in May 2009, prompted fur-
ther research into the history of the site, 
which led to a stronger case for its list-
ing as State significance. The resulting 
re-nomination is currently with Heri-
tage Victoria; a final decision is yet to 
be made.

Various categories of significance 
are recognised by government heri-
tage bodies. The case for St Brigid’s 
church and hall has identified archi-
tectural, historical, spiritual, and social 
and cultural significance. The Federa-
tion Romanesque church, completed 
in 1914, is of architectural significance 
as one of the earliest, largest and most 
intact churches designed by the pro-
lific Catholic architect A.A. Fritsch. Set 
dramatically on an elevated site on the 
Crossley hill, the buildings form an inte-
gral part of the recognised ‘Irish land-
scape’ of Crossley, Killarney and Koroit. 
The historical significance of the Cross-
ley Hall is particularly rich and colour-
ful. As the social centre for the densest 
Irish Catholic community in Victoria, it 
played a part in many of the key politi-
cal struggles of Irish Catholics, includ-
ing opposition to secular state educa-
tion in 1878; opposition to conscription 
in 1916; and strong support for the 

Democratic Labor Party into the 1970s. 
The Crossley Hall, as an important cen-
tre for social life in south-west Victoria, 
represents a rich heritage of memories, 
music, stories and folkore. The social 
and cultural values of this site, how-
ever, as well as its spiritual values, are 
difficult to quantify and to set within 
the prescribed ‘comparative analysis’ 
of heritage assessments. While these 
values are highly pertinent they have 
not been well recognised for relatively 
‘ordinary’ places, such as a local church 
and hall. Despite the deep spiritual 
value that St Brigid’s evidently holds 
for so many, this is in many respects 
an unquantifiable, intangible, abstract 
concept—hidden in the untapped oral 
traditions and private memories of 
generations of local families.

The long and difficult struggle by 
the people of Crossley and Killarney 
to retain St Brigid’s church and hall as 
community buildings is now part of 
the site’s significance. That story should 
strengthen the case for its social and 
cultural importance not only to the 
present-day descendants of Irish set-
tlers in south-west Victoria, but to the 
wider Irish diaspora.

Helen Doyle

Irish cultural heritage values of the St Brigid’s precinct
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Reading in tongues
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Mo mhíle stór

My great love

Edward Reilly MA PhD
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Genevieve Rogers

A reflection on the Ryan Report
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The Irish Gulag 
Bruce Arnold 
Gill and Macmillan, Dublin, 2009 
ISBN: 9780717146147; RRP €16.99 

Felicity Allen 

Limiting liability
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Steve Duke

Incidental Irish
Prominent Irish-born achievers in British history

Steve Duke explores the incidence of prominent figures in British history 
whose names belie the fact that they were actually Irish born.

Enrich your  
life’s major 
moments!

Ceremonies  
by 

Celebrants

www.celebrancy.com

The Celebrant Centre 
provides professional  

well-trained 
celebrants who 

create a personalised 
ceremony to suit any 

occasion. 

Elegant certificates of 
commemoration also 

available.

Weddings, namings, 
funerals – all are 

enriched with 
personal story 

designed by you.

Call the Celebrant 
Centre for unique and 

lasting memories.

03 9419 0460
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Dear Kealkill National School Centenary Committee,
I want to wish you all congratulations and best wishes for 

the centenary celebrations for Kealkill National School to be 
held this year. Kealkill National School has a great tradition of 
serving the people of Kealkill and its surrounding townlands 
so well over the last hundred years. I am happy to be a past 
pupil of such a wonderful school.

I was born in Lisheens in Kealkill, daughter of Mary Sullivan 
(nee Hurley) of Lisheens and Pearsons Bridge and John (Jack) 
Francis Sullivan, born in Lackareagh. I vividly remember hid-
ing behind my mother, clutching her skirt, on my first day at 
Kealkill National School. I remember the fear I felt when she 
left me there. I am the first of seven children (Mairéid, John, 
Jerry, Noreen, Carmel, Genevieve and the late Daniel) all born 
within eight years, so my brothers and sisters followed me to 
school each consecutive year.

We moved from the farm to Pearson’s Bridge when I was 
in Class 1. My brother John and I joined the other boys and 
girls on the two mile walk to school, and learned from them 
how to catch rides on the milk cart, from Coomhola, which 
usually caught up with us near the McCarthy’s house, on its 
way to the Kealkill Creamery. The driver didn’t like us climbing 
on the cart, so he always sped up when he got to our clutch 
of youngsters. Only the most determined runners got a ride. I 
became a good sprinter because I ran fast enough to be able 
to hop on the back of that milk cart. Sometimes a few of us 
were given a ride by Master Vaughan. He had a rule, though: 
when we heard his Morris Minor coming along the road, we 
were not allowed to turn our heads to look at him, or beg a 
ride. Then, maybe, he would stop and give us a ride.

In summer, we picked blackberries and raspberries along 
the roadside, especially on the way home from school. As 
winter approached, I loved the crackling sound of crisp dry 
autumn leaves, when I stepped on them, hopping from one 
to the other along the roadside, or, later in winter, popping 
ice sheets on the potholes.

I usually arrived at school before the others. Mrs. Man-
ning gave me the job of dusting the tables and windowsills, 
being especially careful when dusting statues and shrines. 
Mrs. Manning taught Infants to Class 3, in the partitioned 
one-room building; I remember the high ceilings and tall 
narrow windows, and the rows of desks, a row for each class. 
As I write, I remember very clearly the intense concentra-
tion I needed to apply to learning stitching – making neat 
rows, and embroidering simple patterns. The emphasis 
was on making each stitch the same size as the last, so that 
all the stitches were even. This skill has stood me in good  
stead over the years, as I still love sewing. I believe the early 
training in maintaining focus and concentration on what-
ever project we were working on was the most important 
skill we developed.

The other skill I most value, practised especially in the 
higher classes, is rote learning. We learned songs, poems, 
and prayers or catechism, spelling, and arithmetic by rote 
and we learned to speak ‘Irish’. We learned history in the form 

of adventure stories. We also learned step-dancing. All of 
these skills, – memorising movement, words and melodies, 
strengthened our capacity to concentrate over long periods.

We were called upon at random to stand up and recite or 
sing or tell a story, and we had better be prepared, or else we 
got a hard slap of the cane across the hand. Master Vaughan 
was a strict teacher. He took classes 4 through 8 in turn.

Master Vaughan also lived in Pearson’s Bridge. He and his 
wife and daughter lived in the last house in the row of ivy-
covered houses, which included the pub. The truly elegant 
and marvellous local midwife, Nurse Creedon, lived with her 
brother across the road, until she retired to a house just across 
the road from Kealkill NS, where I imagine she loved seeing all 
the children she helped bring into the world. She delivered 
all of my brothers and sisters. Being the first-born, my mother 
had me at Bantry hospital.

Our family left Ireland when I was 11½ years old. Richard 
(o/w Dickie) O’ Sullivan who I understand has been working 
on the Centenary Committee, was a school friend of mine, we 
sat at the same desk. He reminded me a few years ago after 
my brother Daniel died, that just before we left the school to 
go to America, our teacher Master Vaughan lined us up and 
every student in the school shook our hands to wish us well 
on our journey. Before we left Ireland, the priest warned my 
mother, Mary who thankfully is still living near me in Mel-
bourne, that by emigrating with her seven children, she was 
removing seven future families from the parish.

I returned for the first time when I was 25. I had been liv-
ing in Australia for 4 years at that stage and I had just spent 
a year teaching English in Thailand, and exploring other S.E. 
Asian countries, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, Hong Kong. I met 
my sister Noreen who joined me for the trip back to Ireland, 
to join our father John (Jack) Sullivan, who visited every year, 
and who is now buried in Bantry cemetery.

As soon as I arrived in Kealkill, I arranged to visit Mrs. Man-
ning. That was a very special experience for me. I remember 
I was directed by a neighbour to her house and I knocked on 
the door, and when she answered Mrs. Manning welcomed 
me warmly. She ushered me to her parlour, where she served 
tea and barnbrack. We talked awhile, and then she pointed 
to the statue of the Infant of Prague on her mantelpiece, 
and told me that she says her evening prayers in front of the 
statue, and that she always says a prayer for me, because 
it was I who broke the crucifix off the globe when I dusted 
the class room, so long ago. I was dumbfounded – joyous! 
The impact of learning that someone so important in my life 
prayed for me every evening was, and still is breathtakingly 
wondrous. I have always been grateful and deeply thankful 
for Mrs. Manning’s professional caring kindness as my first 
ever Teacher. I wish everyone associated with the School the 
most special of celebrations.

With kindest regards,
Mairéid Sullivan
Lyrebird Media Studio,Melbourne, Australia

Letter from an emigrant
To: Kealkill National School Centenary Committee
Kealkill N.S, Kealkill Co. Cork
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Oidhreacht Heredity

Louis de Paor 

Poetry

The Suitcase

Tony Curtis 
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Cate Kennedy 

The Poor Commissioners



Words of the Grey Wind: Family and 
Epiphany in Ulster
Chris Arthur
The Blackstaff  Press, Belfast, 2009
ISBN 978-0-85640-843-4. RRP £12.99

Frances Devlin-Glass

Epiphanies in Ulster
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Bombs Over Dublin
Sean McMahon
Currach Press, Dublin, 2009
ISBN 9781856079839; RRP: $33.95

Robert J F Butler

Neutrality no protection

15ú Annual Daonscoil
Cumann Gaeilge na hAstráile

What is it?
A one week residential 
course in the Irish 
language, catering for all 
levels from beginners to 
fluent speakers.

When?
From 2 pm Sunday 
3/01/2010, until 10am 
Sunday 10/01/2010. 
Arrive between 2pm and 
3pm for registration.

Where?
Lady Northcote 
Recreation Camp, 
Rowsley (near Bacchus 
Marsh), Victoria, 
approximately one hour 
drive from Melbourne. 

Cost?
Weekly Rate: 
Adult $480,  
Student (4-15 years) $365
Child (2-4 years) $245
Daily Rate:
$80 per day

Phone Guthán: 0405 210 149   Email Ríomhphost: feedback@gaeilgesanastrail.com
www.gaeilgesanastrail.com
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The Riddle of Father Hackett: A Life in Ireland and Australia
Brenda Niall
The National Library of Australia, Canberra, 2009
ISBN: 9780642276858 (pbk.); RRP $39.95

A life in two hemispheres
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Patrick Morgan

Hackett oil portrait by James Quinn
 Courtesy Jesuit Publications and National Library of Australia

Read Ireland
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Loreto in Australia
Mary Ryllis Clark
University of New South Wales Press, 
Kensington (NSW)
ISBN 978 1 74223 031 3; RRP $49.95

Loretos Downunder,  
a stirring institutional history
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 Rosemary Keegan Blake
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Close to the Wind
John Braniff
David Lovell Publishing,  
Melbourne, 2009
ISBN 978-1-86355-128-1 RRP$24.95

Bob Glass

Happy sailing on the edge
THE IRISH  
PROGRAM

Éistigí
RADIO 4EBFM

Saturdays: 
12.30pm–1.30pm

South-East  
Queensland on 

98.1FM
The world on  

www.4eb.org.au

Ph (07) 3240 8600
irish@4eb.org.au 
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Bob Glass

Legendary Pastor of Redfern
Ted Kennedy, Priest of Redfern
Edmund Campion
David Lovell Publishing, 
K ew East, 2009
ISBN 9781-86355-129-8; RRP $24.95
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Plunkett’s Legacy
Tony Earls
Australian Scholarly Publishing,  
Melbourne, 2009
ISBN: 978 1 921509 03 2 RRP: $39.95

Sidney Ingham

No time to be idle
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Fugitive Ireland. European Minority 
Nationalists and Irish Political Asylum, 
1937-2008
Daniel Leach
Four Courts Press, 2009
ISBN: 978-1-84682-164-6; RRP $76.95

Alex Tyrrell

Nationalist dreams
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In Sight of Home 
Nessa O’Mahony, 
Salmon Poetry, Co Clare, 2009
ISBN: 978-1-907056 RRP: €15 

Meg McNena 

Giving heart to the diasporaAustralian 
Irish 

Welfare 
Bureau .inc

Golden Years 
Grounds for hope
Edited by Val Noone with Terry Blake,  

Mary Doyle and Helen Praetz

Available at $50.00 per copy from  
Rainbow Book Agencies Pty Ltd 

Tel: (03) 9481 6611 Fax: (03) 9481 2371 
Email: rba@rainbowbooks.com.au 

303 Arthur Street, Fairfield, VIC 3078
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Van Diemen’s Land
Jonathan auf der Heide

Felicity Allen

The last taboo

Terminus by Mark O’Rowe
Performed at the Merlyn Theatre, 
Malthouse, October 2009
by the Abbey Theatre Company

Renee Huish

A terminal thriller
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Between Two Worlds
Presented by Siobhan McHugh for 
Hindsight, ABC Radio National

Felicity Allen

Mixed marriages – another era



Tinteán December 2009

The Iveragh Peninsula: A Cultural Atlas 
of the Ring of Kerry
John Crowley and John Sheehan (Eds)
Cork University Press, Cork, 2009.
ISBN 978-185918-430-1. RRP €59.

Frances Devlin-Glass

The big guns on Iveragh



Tinteán December 2009

Health Psychology and Behaviour in 
Australia 
Felicity Allen 
McGraw Hill Australia, Sydney, 2010 
ISBN13: 9780070146266 
RRP $107.95 

Frances Devlin-Glass 

Bursting with good health….and why we aren’t
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Terry Monagle 1946–2008
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316-320 Queen St cnr Latrobe St, Melbourne

NEW 
MEMBERS 
WELCOME

Bar menu only $12.50
Lunch

Dinner

Shamrock Restaurant
Lunch

Dinner

Giant Screens, Live Sport

Free Live Music every Friday

Function Room Meeting Rooms
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